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ANATOMY of A GENIUS 


CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM 


INFOTAINMENT 

Unlocks full potential of Bose * Sound System with 

Audio Pilot’ noise-compensation and surround sound technology. 



CENTRAL CONTROL 
Aluminum dial control with push-down activation. 


NAVIGATION 

DVD-based, easy to program, includes detailed 
maps and precise audio ana visual directions. 


COMMUNICATION 

Ihwides guides for Audi Telematics by OnStar* 
and hands-free digital phone. 


VEHICLE PREFERENCES 
Adjusts and stores preferences for audio, seating, interior 
and exterior lighting, even suspension settings. 


Fig. 26. - MMI'," Multi Media Interface. The Central Nervous System of the A8 L, 
a highly intuitive, amazingly simple command system controlling virtually every function of the car. 


MMI, Multi Media Interface. The most innovative command system on the market, it is also the most intuitive. 


Amazingly uncomplicated, you can master the commands within seconds. Straightforward, effortless and wonderfully 
logical, Britain’s Car Magazine called MMI “the new benchmark.” It is one of the countless innovations found on 
this premium luxuiy sedan. The Audi A8 L. The world's most intelligently designed car. 
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WE'RE PROUD OF HOW WE'RE MADE 



Genuine Flavor... Cold-Filtered Smooth 

With a balanced, full-bodied flavor that's easy to drink 
and always satisfies, Miller Genuine Draft is proud to give 
you a better beer choice. One that's worth celebrating. 



Live Responsibly 


©2004 Miller Brewing Co., Milwaukee, WIV 
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Michael’s David 

Thank you for your wonderful article 
on Michael C. Hall [“Hall of Love and 
Death," June 8]. As a lover of musical 
theater, I’ve had the good fortune to 
see him as the pansexual Emcee in 
Cabaret and the very heterosexual 
Billy Flynn in Chicago. While I would 
like to see more gay actors cast in 
gay roles, it is refreshing to see a 
straight actor whose portrayal of a 
gay man is unflinchingly honest His 


character on Six Feet Under is a 
complete picture of a homosexual 
male, unlike the Queer as Folk 
stereotypes and the Will & Grace 
neutered hero. David is the only gay 
male television character that repre- 
sents us fully. I applaud Hall for his 
great work and am looking forward 
to the upcoming season. 

Michael Betts, Long Beach, Calif. 

After reading your feature about Six 
Feet Under, I have to wonder why 
your magazine interviewed only one 
of the actors who plays a gay charac- 
ter. Mathew St Patrick plays a gay 
African-American male on the show, 
a persona that is rarely seen or cele- 
brated on TV or in the movies. His 
omission from your article only rein- 
forces the sometimes unintentional 
but pervasive invisibility of people of 
color in mainstream gay culture. 

Joel A. Brown, Kansas City, Mo. 

Tortured analysis 

Regarding Patrick Moore’s commen- 
tary, “Weapons of Mass Homopho- 
bia” [June 8], I was with him all the 


way, agreeing with his point of view 
on how gay sex is being used to tor- 
ture and humiliate Arab men. That is, 
until I got to the part where he 
claims gay men are complicit in this 
situation. He claims we allow our 
“culture” to become desexualized by 
opting for roles as monogamous 
spouses and television decorators, 
which somehow lets society cast our 
sexuality as shameful and secret 
I take great offense that he be- 
lieves my 10-year relationship con- 


tributes to homophobia. It is not a 
“role” I put on for acceptance from 
the general population but instead a 
wonderful, loving relationship that 
feeds my soul, stabilizes my life, and 
gives me a reason for living. 

Victor Martorano, Strafford, Pa. 

Moore’s claim that gays in America 
are victims of the Abu Gharib horror 
was an embarrassment to me as a 
gay reader. His assertion that “seeing 
[our sexuality] utilized as a form of 
torture. . .is a mortifying experience” 
shows complete ignorance of the 
fact that rape is considered a violent 
act, not a sexual one. His article ig- 
nores the fact that women were also 
raped and sexually abused in the 
prisons. To assert that these acts 
threaten society’s view of gay male 
sexuality, rather than pointing to a 
systemic tragedy, is a sad show of 
egotism lacking in compassion for 
the true victims. 

Colleen Jameson, Cedar Falls, Iowa 

I can’t believe Patrick Moore had the 
gall to make this a gay issue. This is 
not a gay issue; it is an American 


issue. Not everything that happens is 
about being gay. Not everything 
needs to be seen as a conspiracy to 
further oppress gay people. And if 
the Administration meant it that 
way, it seems Moore is one of a veiy 
few who noticed. Bush has given our 
community plenty to vote him out of 
office for, this one was a reason for 
all Americans to vote him out 

Brad L. Silverlight, Tampa, Fla. 

Patrick Moore describes Islam’s 
well-documented hatred and perse- 
cution of gays as an “uneasy relation- 
ship with homosexuality.” Give me a 
break. Write your chest-thumping 
commentary as an out and proud 
gay man in the Arab world, and 
they’ll cut your nuts off and hang 
them on the nearest donkey. 

Enough with the pathological ha- 
tred of the president and the politi- 
cally correct bullshit. Stop making 
excuses for a culture that searches 
for school buses to blow up and 
heads to cut off. Islam is not your 
friend, Patrick. And its followers cer- 
tainly aren’t friends of gays. 

Joseph W. Baker, Orlando, Fla. 

War hero 

Thank you for the wonderful article 
about my dad, Harry Harkness, and 
other gay World War II vets [“Com- 
ing Out of WWII,” June 8]. Isn’t he 
something? Of course I grew up with 
stories about his experiences as a 
B-17 ball turret gunner, and as a col- 
lege English teacher I recite whenev- 
er I get the chance Randall Jarrell’s 
famous poem “The Death of the Ball 
Turret Gunner.” And wouldn’t you 
know it — during the Vietnam War, I 
declared myself a conscientious ob- 
jector. Despite his own strong views 
and having fought in combat, Dad to- 
tally supported my position. That’s 
one reason why he’s a beautiful man. 

Ed Harkness, Shoreline, Wash. 

Virginia reich 

The new law in Virginia forbidding 
same-sex couples from creating con- 
tracts that secure the same legal 
rights as those who are married re- 
minds me of Germany’s infamous ^ 


'Michael C. Hall's David on 
Six Feet Under is the only 
gay male TV character 
that represents us fully." 


-MICHAEL BETTS. Long Beach, Calif. 
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THE ADVOCATE 


In the June 8 Issue, readers 
were asked: 

Will President Bush's vocal 
opposition to equality hinder 
the election of out gay 
candidates in 2004? 



Reader comments from www.advocate.com 

■ "His public opposition to equal rights does more to inspire and motivate our commu- 
nity into activism and protest. I'm optimistic that competent and qualified gays and les- 
bians will be outraged and seek candidacy to confront such hate and ignorance." 

■ "Bush's vocal opposition will hinder the election of fair-minded people (regardless of 
sexual orientation) if gays and lesbians and their allies let it happen. It is mandatory that 
all who support fair-minded and equality-for-all candidates show up and vote." 

■ "I thought Bush was a 'uniterder' (is that the correct spelling for our president?)." 

"Yes and no — those who support Bush will take his condemnation of equality 
to the polling place and vote against candidates perceived as gay. Those op- 
posed to Bush will be inclined to support openly gay candidates." 

■ Although Bush and some other conservatives are against gays and les- 
bians. I still feel the general American public is becoming more accepting." 


Nuremberg laws of the 1930s [At 
Issue, June 8]. Similarly, they re- 
scinded the long-established legal 
rights of Jews and other minorities. 
In 1937 one of these even disallowed 
the marriage of Jews to gentiles. 

Now, nearly a century later, as 
many are celebrating the granting of 
marriage rights to gays in Massachu- 
setts, the actions of a paranoid and 
misguided general assembly of Vir- 
ginia threaten to take us back to that 
dark time in history. 

We must get outraged and react 
now! Just as an organized boycott of 
Arizona forced the state to recognize 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we 
should boycott Virginia. In relegating 
gays to second-class citizenship, Vir- 
ginia forcibly reminds us that to re- 
tain the justice and equality this 
country was founded on, we must all 
continue to fight 

Chad Ghosh, New York, N. Y. 

Documenting the truth 

It was with some surprise that I read 
David Ehrenstein’s comments re- 
garding my film Cary Grant: A Class 
Apart [“Suave. Sophisticated. Gay?” 
June 8]. He refers to my “brushing 
away" rumors of Grant’s supposed 
sexual relationship with Randolph 
Scott, yet I feel quite secure that, 


after half a year of looking, neither I 
nor my research team could find one 
piece of conclusive evidence or cred- 
ible resource indicating beyond a 
doubt that Grant was bisexual. And 
even with that knowledge we still 
left the possibility open via his third 
wife Betsy Drake’s comments. It’s 
particularly insulting to his widow to 
write that she “buys the ‘bachelors 
living together’ story,” as if Mr. 
Ehrenstein truly knows best 

Furthermore, Grant did not “at- 
tempt” marriage, as Ehrenstein puts 
it, he actually married five women 
and had a child with one. I will tell 
you that I heard the same old stories 
about Grant and Scott, and they al- 
ways began with “a friend/cousin/ 
boyfriend of mine was once at the 
Beverly Hilton/PalmsAVilshire Hotel 
and...” with no more tangible proof 
and an unavailable source. There are 
some journalistic standards I’d like 
to think I adhere to in making a doc- 
umentary— for one, Tm not interest- 
ed in broadcasting conjecture, and I 
wish Mr. Ehrenstein weren’t so inter- 
ested in printing it 
Robert Trachtenberg, via the Internet 

Rosie, light and dark 

Thank you, Rosie O’Donnell, for 
speaking the truth and shedding 


light in the darkness [R Family, 
June 8]. We need more voices such 
as yours speaking the truth about 
the situation surrounding Martha 
Stewart and especially about Presi- 
dent Bush. As Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
said, we have an emperor without 
any clothes. When will the nation 
face this reality? 

Teresa Voorhees, Franklin, Ind. 

Although I appreciate and under- 
stand where Rosie is coming from in 
her column, I believe she should 
heed this advice: Stick to comedy. 
Arguing “light versus dark” seemed 
more like a poorly written “compare 
and contrast” high school essay and 
personal agenda than a proactive ef- 
fort for our community. 

Laura D. Salmon, San Diego, Calif. 

Corrections 

In our June 8 Nation item “Not-So- 
Gay Days at Dollywood,” Michael 
Romanello is incorrectly identified 
as being an organizer of the event; 
Romanello is not affiliated with Gay 
Day at Dollywood Inc. Also, the 
June 8 R Family column incorrectly 
stated that Rosie and Kelli O’Don- 
nell were married at the San Fran- 
cisco courthouse; they were wed at 
City Hall. 


Please keep letters brief and to the point; we reserve the right to edit all letters as deemed necessary. Letters must include the home address and phone number of the 
writer and should be sent to Letters to the Editor, The Advocate, P.0. Box 4371, Los Angeles, CA 90078; faxed to (323) 467-6805; or e-mailed to letters@advocate.com. 
We cannot respond to letters individually. For general information, send an e-mail to info@advocate.com with info typed in the subject line of your message. 

•'b Find more letters and the unabridged versions of some of these letters on the Web at WWW.advocate.com . 
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There’s nothing like a great night's sleep to energize me to get out and 
take on the day, Like many people, I used to worry about trying a sleep aid, 
but then a friend introduced me to Tylenol® PM. It's a non-habit forming 
sleep aid combined with the pure pain relief of Tylenol®. 
I sleep well, feel great the next day and don't have to worry. 





Ai/gcafe 

www.adTOcatE.ccni 

CORPORATE EDITORIAL DIRECTOR Judy Wieder 


EDITOR m am Bruce C. Steele 

MAMAGMG EDITOR John Jameson 

SENIOR ARTS ANO ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR Anne Stockwell NEWS FEATURES EDITOR Chad Graham 
D0VTY ARTS ANO ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR Alonso Duralde ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR John Caldwell 
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR Bob Adams (News) WEB EDITOR Christopher Harrity 

ART DIRECTOR George Stoll PHOTO EDITOR Michele Fleuiy 

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR Amy Martin ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR Erica Gonzales Bibeau 

COPY CHIEF Trudy Ring 

COPY EDITORS Tom Alvarado, Christopher Church, Mike Grippi, Teresa Morrison, Matthew Van Atta 

EDITORIAL OPERATIONS DIRECTOR Michael W.E. Edwards EDITORIAL OPERATIONS COORDMATOR Rob Chin 
ASSISTANT TO CORPORATE EDITORIAL DIRECTOR Georgette Nelson INTERNS Ann Caldwell, Steven Harbaugh, Ryan MacDonald 

CONTRIBUTING COLUMNISTS Paris Barclay, Kate Clinton, Richard Goldstein, Charles Kaiser, Alec Mapa, 

Rosie O’Donnell, Christopher Rice, Andrew Sullivan, Bruce Vilanch 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS Dan Allen, Rick Andreoli, Carol Anshaw, Charles Busch, Cathay Che, Margaret Coble, David Ehrenstein, 
Lawrence Ferber, Larry Flick, Peter Freiberg, Michael Giltz, Mike Goodridge, Dennis Hensley, Anderson Jones, Etelka Lehoczky, 
Christopher Lisotta, Regina Marler, Lisa Neff, Robrt L Pela, CJ. FYince, Jeremy Quittner, Stephen Rebello, 

Kurt B. Reighley, B. Ruby Rich, Sue Rochman, Don Romesburg, Gabriel Rotello, Michael Rowe, Don Shewey, 

Guinevere Turner, Urvashi Vaid, Adam B. Vary, Sarah Wildman, Dan Woog 

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS Erik Almas, Kwaku Alston, Dirk Anschutz, Jerry Avenaim, Tim Bradley, Chris Buck, Phyllis Christopher, 
Bob Frame, Lynn Goldsmith, Noah Greenberg, Robin Holland, David Jensen, Mark Liddell, Peter Lien, Blake Little, Cade Martin, 
Richard Renaldi, Ryan Romero, Albert Sanchez, Jason Smith, Isabel Snyder, Randee SL Nicholas, Gigi Stoll, Ian White, Greg Zabilski 

CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS Steve Adams, Isabelle Arsenault, Sylvie Bourbonniere, Christian Clayton, Tom Nick Cocotos, Howard Cruse, 
Josef Gast, David Hollenbach, Don Kilpatrick, Aaron Leighton, Ryan O’Rourke, Erik Sandberg, Gina Triplett 


PWUMKR Joe Landry 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER Michael Phelps 
CORPORATE MARKETING DIRECTOR Stephen Murray 
FASHION AND LUXURY INRECTOR Greg Brossia 

SENIOR ACCOUNT MANAGER Joe Valentino WESTERN S8N0R ACCOUNT MANAGER Fran Marranca 
ACCOUNT MANAGERS Joanna Carides, Shannon Hinshaw, Michael J. Krans, Wendi Lynch EAST COAST MUSIC MANAGER Mitch Herskowitz 

WESTERN ACCOUNT ASSOCIATE Angela Huerta MARKET8PACE MANAGER Shannon Hinshaw ACCOUNT ASSOCIATE Michele Hu 
ADVERTISING ANO MARKETING ASSISTANT Justin Giaquinto ASSISTANT TO THE PUBLISHER Larissa Mueller 

PROMOTIONS DIRECTOR Chip Stevenson PROMOTIONS ASSOCIATE Matt Harris 
PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER Eric Chandler INRECTOR OF INTERACTIVE STRATEGY Ramona Gonzales MARKETING MTERN Jon Groat 

NEW YORK ADVERTISING OFFICES 

P.O. Box 1253, Old Chelsea Station, New York, New York 10013 
phone (212) 242-8100 fax (212) 242-8338 FMAtadinfo@advocate.com marketspace (888) 249-1211 

LOS ANGELES ADVERTISING, EDITORIAL, AND CORPORATE OFFICES 

6922 Hollywood Boulevard, Suite 1000, Los Angeles, California 90028 
PHONE (323) 871-1225 advertising fax (323) 957-0357 ADVomswGE-MAtadinfo@advocate.com marketspace (888) 249-1211 
EDITORIAL FAX (323) 467-6805 editorial E-MAt editor@advocate.com 

NEW YORK MUSIC ADVERTISING OFFICES 

441 Lexington Avenue, Suite 1203, New York, New York 10017 
phone (212) 490-1716 E-MAt maginc 1 7 1 5@aol. com 

WWW.ADVOCATE.COM ADVERTISING SALES 

Michael Phelps mphelps@advocate.com 


CIRCULATION DIRECTOR Jeff Lettiere NEWSSTAND SALES manager Dan Cullinane 
fulfillment MANAGER Chris Phillips CfltCULATKNI ASSISTANT Donna Belgrave 

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Lisa Barker PRODUCTION MANAGER Jim Costa 
ADVERTISING PRODUCTION COORDINATOR Heidi Medina COLLATERAL ART DIRECTOR Louie Mandrapilias 
DIGITAL IMAGING TECHNICIAN Nick Stadler IT BIRECTOR Bill Hamilton 


LPI MEDIA INC. 

PRESIDENT James Franklin 

SEMOR VICE PRESIDENTS Charles R. Oser, Judy Wieder 
VICE PRESIDENTS Greg Constante, Christin Dennis, Joe Landry, Bill Misenhimer 

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES 

For new subscriptions, renewals, bill payments, address changes, 
or recent back issues, visit subscriber services at www.advocate.ccMn 




I is a registered trademark of LPI Media Inc. 


Copyrighted material 



You're A-list to us. 


At Avis, domestic partners are automatically included as additional drivers. No extra fees charged, no questions asked. 
That's been our policy for over 10 years. (Kinda makes us long-term relationship experts, don't you think?) For reservations, 
call Avis toll-free at 1-888-777-AVIS or go to avis.com/prouder and include AWD # Q200400 for great rates. 


The A Card. Only from Avis. 

^ It's your key to exclusive savings, A-list events and fun all year long. 
Go to avis.com/prouder for details on how to get The A Card. 


AVIS. 


S» 


• 2004 Avis Rent A Car System, Inc. 




my perspective vanessa kerry 


My dad’s core values 


K ve a rainbow ribbon on my backpack. It’s been there since 
it year when my Mends were headed off to gay pride and I 
wanted to show my solidarity with both their celebration and 
their fight for equal rights. I’ve had other ribbons on my back- 
pack in the past year, but of all of them this is the only one that’s 
stayed on and hasn’t fallen off through a year of wear and tear. I 


love that it’s been so resilient 

The issues of equality that face 
LGBT Americans are close to my 
heart. Since high school, I’ve had 
many good and dear gay friends. And 
in several cases I was the first person 
to whom they chose to come out. I 
was honored and touched because 
they said they wanted their first con- 
versation to be with a friend who 
would not only be supportive but 
also celebrate the brave gift of open- 
ness in the world. 

Maybe it’s generational or maybe 
it’s altitudinal, but among my friends, 
all I see are couples making a loving 
commitment to one another, some of 
them raising children. All I see is the 
fabric of a strong and healthy com- 
munity. To me, that’s what family val- 
ues are: people who take responsibil- 
ity for one another, who contribute 
to society in small ways and large 
and are invested in things that mat- 
ter, whether it is their community or 
their home. 

The use of marriage as a wedge 
issue by this administration is both 
infuriating and insulting to me. I find 
it unacceptable and appalling to take 
the United States Constitution and 
twist it for political expediency. In- 
stead of investing in education, 
health care, and job creation, George 
Bush has decided to spend his ener- 
gy playing politics with the LGBT 
community. In my opinion, American 
lives are jeopardized by problems 
such as an unequal educational sys- 
tem, unaffordable and inaccessible 
health care, and the loss of jobs in 


this country. America is not jeopar- 
dized by loving people making a life- 
time commitment to one another. 

The threat of constitutional 
amendments to dictate social policy 



and force states to discriminate 
against groups of their own citizens 
cannot be permitted. Our country 
was founded on free debate and dis- 
cussion, and they have kept this 
country strong for more than 200 
years. We cannot be a nation in which 
we are afraid of other people’s views, 
or else we’ve lost one of the greatest 
values in this country. Today, families 
all across the country are having the 
same debate, and it is a sign of a 
healthy democracy, which we need to 
protect now more than ever. 

My father and I also have this de- 
bate. While we do not always share 


the same point of view, he always lis- 
tens and respects my opinions. My fa- 
ther has shown unbelievable courage 
on these issues. He was one of only 
14 senators to vote against the gay- 
bashing Defense of Marriage Act, and 
he did it in a brutal election year. He 
stood up to Strom Thurmond during 
the awful “don’t ask, don’t tell” debate 
and talked about serving with gay sol- 
diers. He saw the ravages of HIV and 
AIDS in the early days and was an 
original cosponsor of the Ryan White 
act He hasn’t just been with this com- 
munity in good times; he stood up 
when it mattered, when many of his 
colleagues were silent 

The core value for him is equality. 
And while he supports civil unions 
and not marriage, his approach is 
one of full equality, whether that’s 
taxation, inheritance, adoption, or 
health care. To my father, it’s always 
been a fundamental matter of fair- 
ness, of doing what’s right, of making 
sure that all Americans have full ac- 
cess and full protection. 

We need a president and an ad- 
ministration that understand and 
promote those values, that respect 
differences, that welcome debate 
and discussion. I know that’s the vi- 
sion my father has because that’s the 
life he’s led. Whether it was on the 
floor of the Senate or around our 
kitchen table, I’ve always been so 
proud of his fight for equality and 
fairness for all Americans. 

In this season of pride, permit me 
to add my salute to the LGBT com- 
munity. My rainbow ribbon is with 
me as I make my medical rounds in 
the hospital, and it will be with me 
when I hit the campaign trail again 
this summer. ■ 

Vanessa Kerry is a third-year medical 
student and a candidate for a master's 
degree in health policy , international 
relations, and economics. 


Families all across the country are having the same debate over 
same-sex marriage rights. My father and I also have this debate. 
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It’s all worth celebrating. To open a Free Checking account and to find out more about our Deluxe services, visit a 
Washington Mutual Financial Center or call 1-800-788-7000. 


m 


Washington Mutual 


MORE HUMAN INTEREST 


Deposits at Washington Mutual are FDIC Insured. 







“It’s something people 
should talk about and $ 
debate.... I’m in favor » 
of the debate.” - 


— First tally Laura Bush, on same-sex marriage, 
as Quoted inne Boston Globe. May 20 


“The Bond fans 
would bum down 
MGM if the 
studios got a gay 
actor to play 
James Bond.” 

—Bupert Everett, as Quoted in leannette Walls 's 
Gossip column on MSIIBC.com, May 20 


—Will 4 Grace cocreator Max Mutchnick, on Bravo’s TV Revolution, May 23 


rands rav 


“I cannot understand CsKd* 
why anybody gives a 
damn whether [gay] > 
people get married or / 
not. It really makes no ^ 
sense to me at all.... 

We need more loving families 
in this country, not less.” 

—Former Texas governor dm Bichards, on Cltll's Larry King Live, May 20 


“What Pearl Harbor did to 
American patriotism, [same- 
sex marriages on] May 17 
should do to the Christian 
level of awareness.” 

—Lou Sheldon, founder of the vehemently antigay Traditional 
Values Coalition, as quoted in The Washington Post, May 20 


“I'd rather keep a show like 
Will & Grace on the air than 
put Will in a relationship 
where he’s going to be 
expressing himself 
physically and turn off a 
arge part of the audience, 
t’s not worth it.” 
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Lars Olsson Smith is the patron saint of purity. 

He first sold "Absolut Pure Vodka" in 1879. 

Perfecting vodka was his idea. Putting his face on every bottle was ours 


Our devotion to perfection is ABSOLUT. 
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For breaking news get daily updates at www.advocate.con) 


Bay libelous no more? 

A federal judge has ruled that being thought to 
be gay can no longer be considered a bad thing 



L ibel litigation over the 

last century has seen parties 
ranging from Oscar Wilde 
to Tom Cruise claim they 
had been defamed by 
being labeled gay. 

But that era may 
have ended on May 
28 when Boston- 
based U.S. district 
judge Nancy Gertner 
threw out a suit by 
James Albright, a 
former boyfriend of 
pop star Madonna 
who contended he 
had been libeled 
because his name had erroneously 
appeared in a caption accompany- 
ing a picture of the singer walking 
with a gay man. The photo was in 
the biography Madonna by Andrew 
Morton, published by St. Martin’s 
Press in 2001. “In 2004, a statement 
implying that an individual is a homo- 


Wilde (left) and Cruise are among those who 
have sued for libel after being labeled gay. 


Madonna’s former boyfriend sued because 
he said her biography implied that he is gay. 

sexual is hardly capable of a defam- 
atory meaning,” Gertner ruled. 

Courts in other jurisdictions may 
still be divided on whether such a 
description is defamatory, Gertner 
wrote in her 23-page opinion. But in 
light of the Massachusetts supreme 
judicial court’s November decision 
in favor of same-sex marriage and 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling last 
summer striking down sodomy 
laws, that claim no longer holds 
water with her. 

The decision contributes “to the 
recognition that nothing is wrong 
with being gay, and [society] should 
get over it,” said Laurence H. Tribe, 
a Harvard Law School professor. 


Vickie L Hemy, cochair of the 
Massachusetts Lesbian and Gay Bar 
Association, agreed. “It is a victory 
for our community,” she said. “The 
standards [applied to] our com- 
munity have evolved and are 
evolving. Her decision makes 
absolute sense.” 

Whether Gertner’s verdict 
could be applied outside of gay- 
friendly urban areas is still in 
question, say some legal experts. 
Homophobia in rural America 
could lead other courts to “come 
down differently on this issue,” said 
Mark Mason, chair of the Massa- 
chusetts Bar Association’s Same 
Gender Marriage Task Force. While 
Gertner acknowledged the persis- 
tence of homophobia, she quoted 
from the Massachusetts ruling to 
make her point: “Private biases may 
be outside the reach of the law, but 
the law cannot, directly or indirectly, 
give them effect.” 

Paul Martinek, editor in chief of 
Lawyers Weekly USA, said Gertner 
is known as a liberal judge and that 
she was “obviously trying to make 
new law in this case.” But until an 
appeals court adopts her reason- 
ing, Martinek said, “it’s just one 
judge issuing an interesting, novel 
opinion, and other judges will look 
at it and decide for themselves 
whether or not they agree with it.” 
— Jay Blotcker 




Pennsylvania lawmakers sue gays | Page 16 ► 
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The Nation 


RELIGION 

A bishop’s blessing 


L eaders of the Epis- 
copal Church USA 
gave tacit approval 
to the blessing of same- 
sex unions last August, 
and the Right Reverend 
J. Jon Bruno 
took that as 
license to do 
what he had 
wanted to do 
for a long time. 

Bruno is 
reported to 
have become 
the first sitting Episco- 
pal bishop to bless a 
gay couple in the 
church, presiding over 
the union of well- 
known gay authors Mal- 


colm Boyd, 80, and his 
51-year-old partner of 
20 years, Mark Thomp- 
son, in Los Angeles on 
May 16. “I have to offer 
the same rite of blessing 
to these people 
when I am 
asked as I would 
do for any other 
human being," 
Bruno said. 

The Ameri- 
can Anglican 
Council, a con- 
servative church faction 
that formed in response 
to the consecration of 
openly gay bishop V. 
Gene Robinson, criti- 
cized Bruno’s action. 



Bishop Bruno 



Stahl (left) with partner Seneca 

Act declared constitutional. 

“If they’re trying to intimi- 
date us, they picked on the 
wrong queers,” Stahl said. 
“To me, this is as insane as 
Nazism or McCarthyism.” 

According to ADF, the 
first-of-its-kind suit is meant 
to serve as a test case to stop 
challenges to same-sex mar- 
riage bans nationwide. But 
the suit probably won’t go 
far, experts say, because it 
doesn’t relate to any other 
dispute before the courts. 


LAWSUIT 

Thwarting 
marriage with 
intimidation? 

S tephen Stahl and Robert 
Seneca were merely 
thinking about contest- 
ing Pennsylvania’s ban on 
same-sex marriage, but even 
that was too much for a 
group of state lawmakers. 
Stahl, 55, and Seneca, 48, ap- 
plied for and were denied a 
marriage license at the Bucks 
County Courthouse in March. 
But before the New Hope 
couple could mount a legal 
challenge, 12 legislators, 
backed by the Arizona-based 
Alliance Defense Fund, on 
May 13 filed a complaint in 
county court to have Pennsyl- 
vania’s Defense of Marriage 



COURTS 

No to nuptials in Arizona 


D on Standhardt and 
Tod Keltner decided 
the best way to over- 
come Arizona’s ban on joint 
adoption by gay couples 
was to challenge the state’s 
ban on same-sex marriage. 
But their plan backfired 


when the state supreme 
court on May 25 upheld a 
lower court ruling that said 
lawmakers could prohibit 
same-sex marriage based 
on procreation and child- 
rearing principles. “I 
thought that the supreme 


court would see the injus- 
tices of the lower court’s 
ruling,” Standhardt said. 
“Their logic is not real 
bright” 

Evan Wolfson, director 
of the gay rights group Free- 
dom to Many, said the case 
wasn’t strong enough to 
win. Gay couples seeking 
marriage rights should wait 
for the right time and place 


Standhardt (center) and Keltner 
discuss their marriage challenge 
with state legislator Lucy Mason. 

to mount a challenge 
“rather than racking up 
legal losses that we need 
not incur,” he said. 

Standhardt said he is dis- 
cussing with his attorneys 
whether to take the case to 
a federal court 
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ROmanCE VOYAGES 




"Ofyw kjcwit trended h} tktp'ted y hiHzt f yon keo i cnt heat comaker t. 


The Yangtze River, with its romantic gorges and sheer cliffs shrouded in mist, has 
been immortalized in countless classic scrolls. From the tomb of the Marquis Yi to the 
remarkable Three Gorges Dam, ROmanCE VOYAGES takes you there in style on an 
exclusive all-gay whole-ship charter —the brand-new, all-balcony Century Star. 


Walk in the path of the emperors. 

Enjoy your 3-night stay in Beijing at the Five-Star Diamond Beijing Hotel. Our free 
excursions include the Forbidden City, Ming tombs, and Great Wall. Experience a true 
Peking Duck dinner, the Beijing opera, and the wild “Drag-on” bar. 


Our voyages are about culture and class, and we know how to have fun. 

Prices for a balcony stateroom start at only ^2 5 299 pp (double occupancy). Included 
are your hotel, the 7-night cruise, all meals, guest lectures, daily shore excursions, 
special entertainment, and all transfers within Asia. Round trip airfares are available 
from only *799 pp. 


Port charges and taxes are not included and 
are additional. Restrictions and minimum 
participation requirements apply. Registered 
Seller of Travel: Florida (ST35169) and 
California (2064510-40). 


"SI tkoHseoU w/t loanin' owns with a sirAt rin Call today. 


brought to you by 


Call 866-456-1267 
to make a 
reservation. 


Travel 

Services 

Representative 


The Cruise Division 


Beijing and Yangtze River: 
November 9 to 21, 2004. 


Visit us at www.romancevoyages.com 
for complete details. 


Add Bangkok *799 pp! 

See the revered Emerald Buddha at the Grand 
Palace, take a canal cruise to rural surrounds, and 
feast on a traditional Thai dinner. Explore infamous 
Patpong Road and satisfy every taste— from mild 
to wild— during Ihe finale of the Bangkok Gay Pride 
Festival. Includes all intra-Asia transfers and three 
nights at the Peninsula, voted best hotel in the 
world by Travel+Leisure readers. 
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Marriage 

battlefield 


How you can 

volunteer 


a People 
For™. 
American 

Wav 


Who they are: 

A national civil rights 
advocacy group 

How you can help: 

Go to www.pfaw.org and 
visit their Save Our 
Constitution Action Center, 
where you can learn how to 
oppose the Federal 
Marriage Amendment, 
backed by President Bush, 
which seeks to forever ban 
marriage for same-sex 
couples in the United 
States. On the site you can 
find talking points regarding 
marriage equality, sign a 
petition, and learn how to 
host a letter- writing party. 

“Americans have given 
their tears, sweat, and lives 
over two centuries to 
remove discrimination from 
our Constitution," the 
group says. “We don’t want 
to go back, and with your 
help we won't.” 


Across the Nation 


Seattle, Wash. 


A judge on May 21 dismissed a lawsuit 
against Mayor Greg Nickels challenging 
an executive order he signed in March 
that directed the city to recognize same- 
sex marriages performed elsewhere. 


ifajtoJ&ii:.- W'-vi 


Boston, Mass. 


Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney’s 
opposition to same-sex marriage led 
students to boo him while he delivered a 
commencement speech at Suffolk 
University on May 23. 




In a rally broadcast to hundreds of churches 
and carried on radio stations across the 
country May 23, several prominent evangeli- 
cal leaders urged Christians to support a 
proposed federal constitutional amendment 
banning same-sex marriage. Chuck Colson 
of Prison Fellowship Ministries described 
evangelicals as “the great sleeping army." 


The town council on May 10 approved 
amending town policy to prohibit employ- 
ment discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and gender 
expression. 


AUSTRALIA 


Bush-whacked 
Down Under 


6 ay and lesbian voters 
in Australia are now 
faced with choosing 
between two major politi- 
cal parties whose leaders 
have both taken strong 
stands against same-sex 
marriage. In advance of 
this year’s national elec- 
tions, Prime Minist er John 


Howard, head of Austra- 
lia’s ruling Liberal Party, on 
May 27 announced his plan 
to amend Australia’s Mar- 
riage Act to ban gay 
unions. The opposition 
Labor Party also supports 
a ban, which the parlia- 
ment is expected to pass. 

“It really makes me feel 


powerless in my own coun- 
try to know that whichever 
party or candidate I vote 
for, it won’t make any dif- 
ference to my civil rights,” 
said Daisy Little, an openly 
lesbian resident of Camper- 
down, near Sydney. 

Howard is a strong sup- 
porter of President Bush. 
And like similar moves by 
Bush in the United States, 
Howard’s proposal has 
been labeled by many as an 
effort to improve his sag- 
ging rating in the polls. 
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when are we old enough to know the truth? 


drama... moving 
and poignant.” 

Dennis Haney, VARIETY 


HEY BOYS, HERE’S TO 

BROTHERHOOD! 


A strikingly intimate 






MAGNinCENW 

Isabelle N.itflf, IE FIGARO 


.« fHm by Olfvirr Perav -3 


c\(r«iordin«m’ tin uiml , hhcs i*\htioi<lm«irvlMolluMs 


“A marvelous drama - warm, lovely, sensual and 
captivating. It all but takes your breath away!” 

. Danrtu Shnlman MFTRfl WFFKI V n.C. 


“A poignant portrayal by 
two promising young actors. ” 

- Marie-Pierre Fromentin, TELE 7 JOURS 


NOW PLAYING! 

THE QUAD CINEMA - NEW YORK CITY 

“Julien Baumgartner brings a quiet sensitivity to the role of 
Vincent, reminiscent of the torn yet sympathetic character 
played by a young Hugh Grant in MAURICE. ” 

- SAN FRANCISCO INTERNATIONAL GAY & LESBIAN FILM FESTIVAL 

‘‘EXCELLENT! A refreshing take on youthful coming-out” 

■ Dennis Harvey, VARIETY 

OPENS IN LOS ANGELES JUNE 25 

CHECK YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS - OTHER CITIES TO FOLLOW - CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 


call for a free catalog 
toll-free 888.604.8301 
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"What I want to 
do is work on 
something that is 
going to benefit 
alt of humanity," 
Dunlap says. 



Bringing marriage 
to New Mexico 

Republican county clerk Victoria Dunlap 
will be out of a job in January, but until then 
she’ll fight for the rights of same-sex couples 


P rompted by a public 
inquiry , Sandoval 
County clerk Victoria 
Dunlap examined New 
Mexico's marriage laws 
and decided that she u>as 
bound by their language to 
issue marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples. So on 
February 20, amid a 
firestorm of controversy, 
the Republican issued 66 
licenses to gay and lesbian 
couples before the state at- 
torney general intervened 
that same day. 


Dunlap has since vowed 
to continue the practice and 
is currently fighting a tem- 
porary restraining order. 
Hey' crusade hasn't sat well 
with a number of people in 
New Mexico, including her 
fellow Republicans. ‘Other 
than assassination, all we 
can do is censure her, " said 
Richard Gibbs, of the San- 
doval County Republican 
Party's central committee, 
on April 20. 

Dunlap decided to forgo 
reelection as clerk to run 


for county commissioney\ 
but on June 1 she was de- 
feated in the Republican 
primary by a neaiiy 3-1 
ratio. The longtime artist 
and 1 7-year resident of 
New Mexico spoke to The 
Advocate about the licenc- 
es, local Republicans, and 
what she plans to do when 
her term expires in Janu- 
ary. — Christopher Lisotta 

Why did you decide to 
issue marriage licenses? 

I had a person call and ask 
if we did perform same-sex 
marriages. And I said as of 
yet we had not but I would 
look into it I had one of my 
staff members ask an attor- 
ney, and he said that we 
had to issue the licenses. 

We could not prohibit any- 
one based upon sex. 

Were you surprised by 
the reaction from people 
who oppose it? 

I didn’t realize it was going 
to get this big. I’m a very 

open-minded person, and I 
always have been, and to 
me, it was just doing the 
right thing. 

Some Republicans in 
Sandoval County have 
said some pretty ugly 
things. 

I have been attacked by 
them since the very begin- 
ning [of my term]. But 
once they said they were 
going to assassinate me, I 
mean, that was a little bit 
over-the-top. It surprises 
me to some degree, but 
you prepare for the worst 
But I got a call from our 
ex-govemor Gary Johnson. 
When they made the com- 
ment about assassination, 
he said he thought that was 
ridiculous and that wasn’t 
the way the majority [of 
Republicans] felt. 


Some of your critics have 
said you issued the li- 
censes to snub your local 
Republican detractors. 

Oh, no. Since I’ve been in 
office [the county Republi- 
cans] have wanted me to be 
very political. But I basical- 
ly stated immediately that I 
would not get involved with 
politics while I was in the 
office — that it would be 
business, nothing personal. 

What do you say to peo- 
ple who think you did 
this for political gain? 

It doesn’t mean anything to 
me. Most people that know 
me know where I have al- 
ways stood where rights 
are concerned. We’re trying 
to reinvent what it means to 
be a free country and have 
rights. 

So how do you feel about 
the election results? 

I didn’t really get out and 
campaign as hard as I 
should have. I would imag- 
ine that the hard-core 
Republicans were the ones 
[who voted] — mostly the 
fanatics about the gay 
issue. I’m sure it had some 
impact on the election. 

Having lost, do you 
regret issuing the mar- 
riage licenses? 

Oh, no. It just freed up time 
to work more in this area 
What I want to do is work 
on something that is going 
to benefit all of humanity, 
and that is the gay issue. 

What’s your next step? 
I’m going to finish up what I 
have in the [clerk’s] office, 
but I’ll be putting all my 
focus on this gay marriage 
issue. We’re going to file 
what motions we need to in 
the courts and prepare for 
our next court date. 
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David Bowie Unleashed. 


PRESENTING THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 

OF DAVID BOWIE’S DIAMOND DOGS 



This Limited Edition includes the original album, featuring the hit glam rock anthem Rebel, Rebel, 
and a 2nd CD with alternate versions of original songs, rare b-sides, the original controversial album art. 
and a 40 page booklet with notes by David Buckley, in stores now. www.davidbowie.com 
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Includes ALL-NEW 

Wonder Woman retrospective 
and commentaries 
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RETAIL 

Marriage 
support 
crystal-clear 

B ridal gift design company 

Nambe wanted to get in on the action when gay and 
lesbian couples began marrying in Massachusetts — 
and decided to do it with crystal. The Santa Fe, N.M.-based 
company offered its Nambe Planar crystal bowl set as a free 
present to any same-sex couple wed in Massachusetts 
between May 17 and May 24. All the couples had to do was 
send in a copy of their marriage certificat e and a short note 
about what getting married means to them. 



ACTIVISM 

Coors image 
still teetering 

A s the Colorado-based 
Coors Brewing Co. 
launched a new series of ads 
in gay publications in May 
touting its pro-gay company 
policies, about two dozen 
prominent Chicago gay bar 
owners took out ads in sever- 


al local gay papers urging 
consumers to continue a 
nearly 30-year gay boycott 
against the company. “We 
thought it necessary to re- 
mind our community of the 
Coors family’s antigay histo- 
ry,” said Chicago gay club 
owner Art Johnston, noting 
that Coors family members 
continue to support a num- 
ber of antigay causes. 



MARKETING 


Philly’s pitch 
for gay tourists 


A colonial American man sits at his desk writing a 
letter to his “Dearest Beloved.” Later, outside 
Philadelphia’s historic Independence Hall, he 
meets and goes off with another man in 18th-century 
garb. Cut to the tagline of this 30-second TV commer- 
cial: “Get your history straight and your nightlife gay.” 
The spot, which launched June 2, is the latest 
move in an ongoing multimillion-dollar campaign to 
attract gay tourism dollars. “We took Philadelphia’s 
history-rich product and presented it in a way that 
would be relevant and humorous to a gay audience,” 
said David Jefferys, president of the Altus Group, 
the company that created the first-of-their-kind ads 
in conjunction with the Greater Philadelphia 
Tourism Marketing Corp. “We wanted to roll out the 
gay welcome mat” 



Battling black gay 
apathy in church 


B lack gays and lesbians across 
the country usually attend 
their local black churches, 
even when they’re run by homo- 
phobic pastors, says Jasmyne 
Cannick, a board member of the 
National Black Justice Coalition. 
When they don’t speak up, she 
argues, that empowers groups like 
the Not on My Watch Coalition, a 
newly formed organization of 
African-American pastors rallying 
against same-sex marriage. 

The Texas-based group, which 
also opposes any comparison of 
the gay rights and black civil rights 
movements, is made up of pastors 


representing thousands of congre- 
gants, many of whom must be gay 
or lesbian, Cannick said. “Black 
pastors always try to gloss over the 
fact that there are black gays and 
lesbians,” she said. “Black gays 
need to stand up and be counted in 
these churches.” 
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Transitions 


DB: Gloria Arcaktta, 61, a lead- 
ing feminist and one of the first out 
lesbian Chicana authors, at her home 
in Santa Cruz, Calif., of complications 
from diabetes, May 16. 

AWARDED: Shannon Mlnter, a 
transgendered attorney and legal 
director of the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights, with an honorary 
degree from the City University of 
New York School of Law, May 21 . 
RESIGNED: Pat Christen, as exec- 
utive director of the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation, a post she has held 
for 15 years, effective July 31. 
SETIIED: A federal lawsuit filed by 
the mother of slain transsexual en- 
tertainer Ntzah Morris against the 
city of Philadelphia, which alleged 
that police and rescue workers con- 
tributed to her 2002 death, May 11. 
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INDICATION: Reyataz (atazanavir sulfate) is a prescription medicine used in combination with 
other medicines to treat people who are infected with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). 
Reyataz has been studied in 48-week trials in patients who have never taken anti-HIV medicines 
and in 24-week trials in patients who have taken anti-HIV medicines before. 

Reyataz does not cure HIV or help prevent passing HIV to others. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: 

Do not take Reyataz if you are taking the following medicines: ergot medicines, Versed*, 
Halcion*, Orap*, Propulsid*, Camptosar*, Vascor*, Crixivan*, Mevacor*, Zocor*, rifampin, St.John's 
wort, AcipHex*, Nexium*, Prevacid*, Prilosec* or Protonix*. Do not use Viagra* while you are taking 
Reyataz without first speaking with your healthcare provider. This list of medicines is not 
complete. Discuss all prescription and non-prescription medicines, vitamin and 
herbal supplements, or other health preparations you are taking or plan to take 
with your healthcare provider. 

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any side effects or conditions, including the 
following: 

* A change in the way your heart beats may occur and could be a symptom of a heart problem. 

* Diabetes and high blood sugar may occur in patients taking protease inhibitor medicines 
like Reyataz. 

* Yellowing of the skin and/or eyes may occur due to increases in bilirubin levels in the 
blood (bilirubin is made by the liver). 

* If you have liver disease, including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease may get worse when 
you take anti-HIV medicines like Reyataz. 

* Some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems with protease inhibitor 
medicines like Reyataz. 

* Constant nausea, vomiting, unusual or unexpected stomach discomfort, tiredness, 
trouble breathing, and weakness in the arms and legs may be signs of a severe buildup 
of lactic add in the blood (lactic acidosis), which can cause death. These events have been 
reported in patients taking Reyataz with other anti-HIV medicines called nucleoside analogs. 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking anti-HIV medicines. The cause 
and long-term effects are not known at this time. 

Common side effects of Reyataz taken with other anti-HIV medicines include: nausea, 
headache, rash, stomach pain, vomiting, diarrhea, depression, fever, increased cough, dizziness, 
trouble sleeping, pain, tiredness, back pain, numbness, tingling or burning of hands or feet, 
and joint pain. 

You should take Reyataz once daily with food (a meal or snack). 

Please see important information about REYATAZ on the next page. 
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Once Daily REYATAZ is a protease inhibitor (PI) that is taken 
in HIV combination therapy. 

♦ Can help raise yourT-cells 

♦ Can help lower your viral load to undetectable* 

♦ Low chance of diarrhea (shown in dinical trials)' 

♦ Two pills taken once-a-day (with a snack or meal) 

'Undetectable is defined as a viral load of less than 400 or 50 copies/mL. 

' REYATAZ in combination therapy had a 6-8% rate of moderate-to-severe diarrhea. 
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PATIENT INFORMATION 

REYATAZ ™ (RAY-ah-taz) 

(generic name = atazanavir sulfate) 
Capsules 


ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with 
REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate). Read the section "What important infor- 
mation should 1 know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?" 

Read the Patient Information that comes with REYATAZ before you start 
using it and each time you get a refill. There may be new Information. This 
leaflet provides a summary about REYATAZ and does not include every- 
thing there is to know about your medicine. This information does not 
take the place of talking with your healthcare provider about your med- 
ical condition or treatment. 

What is REYATAZ? 

REYATAZ is a prescription medicine used with other anti-HIV medicines to 
treat people who are infected with the human Immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV). HIV is the virus that causes acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS). REYATAZ is a type of anti-HIV medicine called a protease inhibitor. 
HIV infection destroys CD4 (I) cells, which are important to the Immune 
system. The immune system helps fight infection. After a large number of 
T cells are destroyed. AIDS develops. REYATAZ helps to block HIV pro- 
tease. an enzyme that is needed for the HIV virus to multiply. REYATAZ 
may lower the amount of HIV in your blood, help your body keep its sup- 
ply of CD4 (T) cells, and reduce the risk of death and illness associated 
with HIV. 

Does REYATAZ cure HIV or AIDS? 

REYATAZ does not cure HIV Infection or AIDS. At present there is no 
cure for HIV infection. People taking REYATAZ may still get opportunistic 
infections or other conditions that happen with HIV infection. 
Opportunistic infections are infections that develop because the immune 
system is weak. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus 
infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections. It is very 
important that you see your healthcare provider regularly while tak- 
ing REYATAZ. 

REYATAZ does not lower your chance of passing HIV to other 
people through sexual contact sharing needles, or being exposed to 
your blood. For your health and the health of others, it is important to 
always practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom or 
other barrier to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen, vaginal 
secretions, or blood. Never use or share dirty needles. 

Who should not take REYATAZ? 

Do not take REYATAZ if you: 

• are taking certain medicines. (See "What Important information 
should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?") Serious 
life-threatening side effects or death may happen. Before you take 
REYATAZ, tell your healthcare provider about all medicines you are 
taking or planning to take. These include other prescription and non- 
prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

• ara alleigic to REYATAZ or to any of Ha Ingradiants. The active 

ingredient is atazanavir sulfate. See the end of this leaflet for a 
complete list of ingredients in REYATAZ. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you think you have had an allergic reaction to any of these ingredients. 

What should I tell my healthcare provider before I take REYATAZ? 
Tell your healthcare provider 

• if you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not 

known if REYATAZ can harm your unborn baby. Pregnant women have 
experienced serious side effects when taking REYATAZ with other HIV 
medicines called nucleoside analogues. You and your healthcare 
provider will need to decide if REYATAZ is right for you. If you use 
REYATAZ while you are pregnant, talk to your healthcare provider 
about the Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry. 

• If you are breast-feeding. Ybu should not breast-feed if you are HIV- 
positive because of the chance of passing HIV to your baby. Also, it is 
not known if REYATAZ can pass into your breast milk and if it can harm 
your baby. If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk with 
your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby. 

• if you have liver problems or are infected with the hepatitis B or 
C virus. See "What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?" 

• If you have diabetes. See "What are the possible side effects of 
REYATAZ?" 

• If you have hemophilia. See "What are the possible side effects of 
REYATAZ?" 

• About all the medicines you take including prescription and non- 
prescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. Keep a list 
of your medicines with you to show your healthcare provider. For more 
information, see "What important information should I know about 
taking REYATAZ with other medicines?" and "Who should not take 
REYATAZ?" Some medicines can cause serious side effects if you also 
take REYATAZ. 

How should I take REYATAZ? 

• Take REYATAZ once every day exactly as instructed by your 
healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider will prescribe the 
amount of REYATAZ that is right for you. Your dose will depend on your 
liver function and on the other anti-HIV medicines that you are taking. 
REYATAZ is always used with other anti-HIV medicines. If you are tak- 
ing REYATAZ and Sustiva* (efavirenz), you should also be taking 
Norvlr* (ritonavir). 


• Always take REYATAZ (atazanavtr sulfate) with food (a meal or 
snack) to help it work better. Swallow the capsules whole. Do not 
open the capsules. Try to take REYATAZ at the same time each day. 

• If you are taking antacids or Vldex* (didanosine) Chewable/Dis- 
persible Buffered Tablets, take REYATAZ 2 hours before or 1 hour 
after these medicines. 

• Do not change your dose or stop taking REYATAZ without first 
talking with your healthcare provider. It is important to stay under 
a healthcare provider's care while taking REYATAZ. 

• When your supply of REYATAZ starts to run low. get more from 
your healthcare provider or pharmacy. It is important not to run out of 
REYATAZ. The amount of HIV in your blood may increase if the medi- 
cine is stopped for even a short time. 

• If you miss a dose of REYATAZ, take it as soon as possible and then 
take your next scheduled dose at its regular time. If, however, it is 
within 6 hours of your next dose, do not take the missed dose. Wait 
and take the next dose at the regular time. Do not double the next 
dose. It is important that you do not miss any doses of REYATAZ 
or your other anti-HIV medicines 

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of REYATAZ, call your 
healthcare provider or poison control center right away 

Can children take REYATAZ? 

REYATAZ has not been fully studied in children under 16 years of age. 
REYATAZ is not recommended for use in babies under the age of 3 
months. 

What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ? 

The following list of side effects is not complete. Report any new or con- 
tinuing symptoms to your healthcare provider. If you have questions about 
side effects, ask your healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider may 
be able to help you manage these side effects. 

REYATAZ can cause the following side effects: 

• yellowing of the skin or eyes. These effects may be due to increas- 
es in bilirubin levels in the blood (bilirubin is made by the liver). Call 
your healthcare provider if your skin or the white part of your eyes turn 
yellow Although these effects may not be damaging to your liver, skin, 
or eyes, it is important to tell your healthcare provider promptly if they 
occur. 

• a change in the way your heart beats (heart rhythm change). Call 
your healthcare provider right away if you get dizzy or lightheaded. 
These could be symptoms of a heart problem. 

• diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) sometimes hap- 
pen in patients taking protease inhibitor medicines like REYATAZ. 
Some patients had diabetes before taking protease inhibitors while 
others did not. Some patients may need changes in their diabetes 
medicine. 

• If you have liver disease including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease 
may get worse when you take anti-HIV medicines like REYATAZ. 

• some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems 
with protease inhibitors like REYATAZ. 

• a serious condition called lactic acidosis syndrome (a severe 
buildup of an acid in the blood that sometimes causes death). Some 
people who have taken REYATAZ with anti-HIV medicines called nucle- 
oside analogues have developed lactic acidosis syndrome. Lactic 
acidosis syndrome has happened more in people who are female or 
obese (very overweight). Lactic acidosis syndrome is a medical emer- 
gency and must be treated in the hospital. Call your healthcare 
provider right away and do not continue to take REYATAZ and 
your other anti-HIV medicines unless instructed to by your 
healthcare provider if you get any of the following signs of lactic 
acidosis syndrome: 

• Ybu have persistent nausea, vomiting, or unusual or unexpected 
stomach discomfort, 

• You feel very weak and tired, 

• Ybu have trouble breathing, 

• Ybu have weakness, especially in your arms and legs. 

• changes in body fat. These changes may include an increased 
amount of fat in the upper back and neck ("buffalo hump"), breast, 
and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may 
also happen. The cause and long-term health effects of these condi- 
tions are not known at this time. 

Other common side effects of REYATAZ taken with other anti-HIV medi- 
cines indude nausea; headache; rash; stomach pain; vomiting; diarrhea; 
depression; fever increased cough; dizziness; trouble sleeping; pain; 
tiredness; back pain; numbness, tingling, or burning of hands or feet and 
joint pain. 


What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ 
wtth other medicines*? 

Do not take REYATAZ if you take the following medicines (not all 
brands may be listed; tell your healthcare provider about all the 
medicines you take). REYATAZ may cause serious, life-threatening 
side effects or death when used with these medicines. 

• Ergot medicines: dihydroergotamine. ergonovine. ergotamine, and 
methyiergonovine such as Cafergot*, Migranal*. D.H.E. 45*, ergotrate 
maleate, Methergine*, and others (used for migraine headaches) 

• Halcion* (triazolam, used for insomnia). 

• Versed* (midazolam, used for sedation). 

• Orap* (pimozide, used for Tourette s disorder). 

• Propulsid* (cisapride, used for certain stomach problems). 

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ because of pos- 
sible serious side effects: 

• Camptosar* (irinotecan, used for cancer). 

• Vascor* (bepridil, used for high blood pressure). 

• Crixivan* (indinavir, used for HIV infection). Both REYATAZ and Crixivan 
sometimes cause increased levels of bilirubin in the blood. 

• Cholesterol-lowering medicines Mevacor* (lovastatin) or Zocor* 
(simvastatin). 


Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ (atazanavir 
sulfate) because they may lower the amount of REYATAZ in your 
blood. This may lead to an increased HIV viral load. Resistance to 
REYATAZ or cross-resistance to other HIV medicines may develop: 

• Rifampin (also known as Rimactane*, Rifadin*, Rifater*, or RJfamate*, 
used for tuberculosis). 

• St. John’s wort ( Hypericum perforatuirii, an herbal product sold as a 
dietary supplement or products containing St John's wort 

• "Proton-pump inhibitors" used for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers 
such as AcipHex* (rabeprazole), Nexium* (esomeprazole), Prevackf* 
(lansoprazole), Prilosec* (omeprazole), or Protonix* (pantoprazole). 

The following medicines may require your healthcare provider to 
monitor your therapy more closely: 

• Viagra* (sildenafil). REYATAZ may increase the chances of serious side 
effects that can happen with Viagra. Do not use Viagra while you are 
taking REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate), unless your healthcare provider 
tells you it is okay. 

• Lipitor* (atorvastatin). There is an increased chance of serious side 
effects if you take REYATAZ with this cholesterol-lowering medicine. 

• Medicines for abnormal heart rhythm; Cordarone* (amiodarone), Ikto- 
caine, qulnidine (also known as Cardioquin*, Quinidex*, and others). 

• Coumadin* (warfarin). 

• Tricyclic antidepressants such as Elavil* (amitriptyline), Norpramin* 
(desipramine), Sinequan* (doxepin), Surmontil* (trimipramine), 
Tofranil* (imipramine), or VivactH* (protriptyline). 

• Medicines to prevent organ transplant rejection: Sandimmune* or 
Neoral* (cyclosporine), Rapamune* (sirolimus), or Prograf* (tacrolimus). 


The following medicines may require a change in the dose or dose 
schedule of either REYATAZ or the other medicine: 

• Sustiva* (efavirenz). 

• Fortovase*. Invirase* (saquinavir). 

• Norvif* (ritonavir). 

• Mycobutirr* (rifabutin). 

• Calcium channel blockers such as Cardizem* or Tiazac* (diltiazem), 
Covera-HS* or Isoptin SR* (verapamil) and others. 

• Biaxin* (clarithromycin). 

• oral contraceptives ("the pill"). 

• Vrdex* (didanosine) or antacids. 

• Medicines for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers such as Axid* 
(nizatidine), Pepcid AC* (famotidine), Tagamet* (cimetldine), or 
Zantac* (ranitidine). 


Remember 

1. Know all the medicines you take. 

2. Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take. 

3. Do not start a new medicine without talking to your healthcare 
provider. 


How should I store REYATAZ? 

• Store REYATAZ Capsules at room temperature, 59° to 86° F (15° to 
30° C). Do not store this medicine in a damp place such as a bath- 
room medicine cabinet or near the kitchen sink. 

• Keep your medicine in a tightly dosed container. 

• Throw away REYATAZ when it is outdated or no longer needed by 
flushing it down the toilet or pouring it down the sink. 

Garwral Information about REYATAZ 

This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use 
REYATAZ for another condition. Do not give REYATAZ to other people, even 
if they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them. Keep 
REYATAZ and all medicines out of the reach of children and pets 
This summary does not indude everything there is to know about 
REYATAZ. Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are not 
mentioned in patient information leaflets. Remember, no written summary 
can replace careful discussion with your healthcare provider If you would 
like more information, talk with your healthcare provider or you can call 
1-800-426-7644. 


What are the ingredients In REYATAZ? 

Active ingredient atazanavir sulfate 

Inactive Ingredients: Crospovidone. lactose monohydrate (milk sugar), 
magnesium stearate, gelatin, FD&C Blue #2, and titanium dioxide. 

* Videx* is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. 
Coumadin* and Sustiva* are registered trademarks of Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Pharma Company. Other brands listed are the trademarks of 
their respective owners and are not trademarks of Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Company. 


This Patient information Leaflet has been approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration. 


BMS 

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Princeton, NJ 08543 
USA 
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So-called 
gay expert 

W hen I came out a year and a half 
ago at San Clemente High 
School, a conservative school in 
Southern California, I was the great 
teenage protagonist on the edge of a 
brave new world of outness. I took the 
opportunity to write about being closeted 
in a psychology paper. That led to a family 
discussion and having to face being out at 
church. I started the Day of Silence at my 
school and wore far too many rainbow 
necklaces. 

But my true coming-out experience has been found in 
becoming “the lesbian” on campus. Whenever a gay issue 
comes up — the Queer Eye boys make over a new straight 
guy, or Madonna kisses Britney — people turn to me for con- 
sultation on the ways of my tribe. For the record: I don’t 


know why gay boys go to the gym all 
the time; I have heard only two 
Melissa Etheridge songs in my life; I 
have no opinion on Tatu’s sexuality; 
and the only reason I know the 
pink triangle originated in Nazi 
Germany is that I’m a history geek. 
I guess the assumption is that 
when we queer people come out 
we immediately gain some eter- 
nal gay knowledge. 

The hardest part of coming 
out has been simply asserting 
and reaffirming my sexual iden- 
tity alongside all those other 
things that make me “me.” 1 am 
still the same person I was be- 
fore but now with a loving and wonderful girlfriend. I 
am a Republican, a devout Catholic who attends weekly 
Mass, and I still spend way too much time online. To me, 
coming out was just one more way to reaffirm myself, not a 
way to morph into someone else. So here’s to the traditional 
nontraditional queer youth. 
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Advocate.com 


BREAKING NEWS: 
Visit www.advocate.com 


for the latest news, 
entertainment, and health 
headlines, updated 
twice a day. 

FIRST PERSON 

Out on sorority row 

Think coming out is hard? Tty coming 
out in a sorority. Advocate intern Ann 
Caldwell recounts the terrifying night 
she came out as a lesbian to her 80 
sorority sisters at UCLA, exclusively at Advocate.com. 
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their homes. The media 
billed the tension as a 
“blacks versus gays” con- 
frontation, and antigay hate 
crimes increased. 

“Gays aren’t the only ones 
moving in, but being child- 
less, male, and white, they 
are visible symbols of every- 
thing that’s gone wrong,” 
journalist Thom Willenbech- 
er wrote. — Don Romesburg 


COMMENTARY 

Out but invisible 

Jasmyne Cannick of the National Black 
Justice Coalition argues that GLBT 
African-Americans are ignored by both 
sides of the minority spectrum. 


ADVOCATE TRAVEL 

All gays on deck! 

Considering a gay ocean cruise 
but afraid you won’t fit in? It’s 
not just a floating circuit party, 
reports correspondent David 
Allyn, who enjoyed a recent 
Atlantis cruise on the Mediter- 
ranean. Read his story only at 
www.advocate.com/travel . 


You can find links to related Web sites for most stories in this issue at 
www.advocate.com . When you see the mouse icon at the end of a story, 
you will also find additional exclusive features at www.advocate.com . 


W "1 -WWW 

Gentrification 
and homophobia 


I n the current issue of The 
Advoca te we look at the 
widespread gentrification 
of old neighborhoods by 
gays. But it’s not the first 
time the magazine has tack- 
led this subject Unlike the 
more positive phenomenon 
it is today, the gay gentrifica- 
tion of 24 years ago was all 
about the class, racial, and 
sexual tensions it provoked. 

When artists started mov- 
ing into certain San Francis- 
co neighborhoods in the 
1970s, their presence 
brought middle-class specu- 
lators, who bought and 
refurbished properties, 
pushing up prices. Some 
poor longtime residents — 
disproportionately people 
of color — were forced from 
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At Cannes (from left): Bad ' s 
Almod6var and Bernal, Heart ' s 
LeRoy, De-Lovely's Kline and Judd 

beside the point” 

But it’s at least part of 
the point of closing night 
musical De-Lovely , with 
Kevin Kline as a veiy gay 
Cole Porter, who loves his 
wife of convenience (played 
by Ashley Judd) but sleeps 
with one man after another. 
No one took issue with the 
songs or the after-party, 
which featured pop stars 
like Robbie Williams croon- 
ing Porter classics on the 
beach. Maybe love wasn’t 
for sale, but for one night at 
Cannes, pleasure at least 
was free. 


Coming soon: 

The good and the Bad 


WITH FARE RANGING 
from the transvestite-loving 
Pedro Almodovar to the 
man-loving Cole Porter, the 
2004 Cannes Film Festival 
was a treat for gay cineasts. 
Usually, the opening night 

movie is a dire affair, hut. 

after the disaster of 2003, 
organizers weren’t taking 
any chances. The honor this 
year went to a genuine 
event, Almodovar’s noirish 
melodrama Bad Education, 
with Gael Garcia Bernal 
looking divine in drag. Even 
more fun than the film was 


the party that followed, with 
drag queens performing, 
Bernal dancing, and Almo- 
dovar jumping onstage. 

Druggie nihilism reared 
its head with Asia Argento’s 
adaptation of The Heart Is 
Doroi (fid Above Alt Things, 
a series of autobiograpliical 
short stories by onetime 
male prostitute J.T. LeRoy. 
The film was pilloried by 
the critics, but no one could 
take issue with LeRoy’s 
Andy Warhol-like appear- 
ance at the debut and his 
one-sentence speech: “Viva 


la revolucidriT 

The hottest American 
indie at Cannes was 
Jonathan Caouette’s docu- 
mentary Tarnation. The 
movie shows him with his 
boyfriend calling his es- 
tranged father, who quickly 
asks if he’s gay and says 
that if Jonathan has AIDS, 
he doesn’t want to have 
anything to do with him. 
Still, Cauoette told Screen 
International, “At one of 
the American festivals I had 
some guy bring up the fact 
that I w as gay, which is so 



The m is for marriage 

MTV’s TRUE LIFE series went to Massachusetts to 
doc ument three gay couples seeking marriage licens- 
es for I'm Gay and I’m Getting Married, airing June 
24. Stephen Schonberg, featured on the show with 
husband Aaron Schonberg (ne Shainwald), tells The 
Buzz, “With True Life, Aaron wants to show the 
world that we deserve to get married because we 
are committed and in love. I want gay youths to feel 
empowered to l)e true to themselves, despite what 
others may try to force them to be." 

Getting married today: Stephen (left) and Aaron Schonberg 
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To run, or to rest. With a 390-hp supercharged V8 coupled to a 6-speed ZF automatic transmission and Jaguar's 
Enhanced Computer Active Technology Suspension IECATS), it's one less decision you have to worry about. 

©2006 Jaguar Cars learn more about the 2005 S-TYPE at jaguarusa.com/S-TYPE 
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Elly Thomas (lielow, loll) ami Gynlhia O'Neill, 
who have homes in holh Massachusetts anil ' 
New York, expect New York Slale lo reconnize ,i 
their marriage, They were well on May 27 af J 
the Univcrsalisl Meeting House ol Province- 
town (left), a 


SUNDAY SEHICE NAY 23. II AN 
"HAND IN HAND" 


BEV ALISON HYDEH. NINISTEH 
CONE AS YOU ARE! 


Provincetown’s new 


On the tip of Cape Cod, 
“P-town” has been 
for decades the place 
gays and lesbians went 
to escape convention. 
Now they’re flocking 
there to get hitched 
By Bruce G. Steele 

Photographed ov 
Michele Fleury 


D ressed in simple button-down 
shirts, ties, and blue jeans, 
Richard Kaminski and Jerry 
Ouellet were legally wed on 
May 23. Hands joined, they 
stood before God and a Unitarian minis- 
ter on a white cloth stretched across a 
gravel driveway outside their Province- 
town, Mass., town house. Two dozen 
friends gathered around as witnesses, 
straining to hear the men’s vows over 
the rumble of a lawn mower that an un- 
sympathetic neighbor refused to shut 
off. At the end of the ceremony, as the 
Reverend Brenda Haywood said, “By 
the power invested in me by the Com- 


monwealth of Massachusetts,” cheers 
erupted from the guests. 

For Provincetown, gay New England’s 
summer playground, same-sex matrimo- 
ny is yet another new frontier. The pio- 
neering spirit has always been important 
to the town’s rep as a gay mecca: Not 
only does it have beautiful beaches, as 
do Key West, Fla., and Fire Island, N.Y., 
but like those gay-friendly resorts, you 
can’t go through P-town to get to any- 
where else. It is the embodiment of what 
writer Michael Cunningham (a part-time 
resident) dubbed “a home at the end of 
the world,” a private space where vaca- 
tioning gay men and lesbians can safely 
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James (above, left) ami Paul Montgomery-Hyde at the Fairbanks Inn; scenes from Commercial Street 




throw off the expectations of straight so- 
ciety. The town’s enthusiastic embrace 
of old-fashioned marriage is a new twist 

“Who would have thought, 25 years 
ago, that I would be doing legal marriage 
on the beach for two sets of lesbians?” 
says Congregational/United Church of 
Christ pastor David L Clarke, who lives 
in Provincetown with his partner of 17 
years, Peter Karl (the two plan to many 
“when the dust settles”). 

Provincetown Business Guild execu- 
tive director Rob Tosner notes mar- 
riage’s economic windfall. ‘Tourism has 
always been our number 1 industry,” he 
says. “This will just be another compo- 


nent." But, he adds, the money’s not the 
most important thing: “The business as- 
pect is just a bonus. We celebrate as a 
town the civil rights aspects first” 
Celebrate the town did, on Monday, 
May 17, the first day the state issued 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples. 
Volunteers joined the City Hall staff to 
process as many marriage license appli- 
cations as possible. A rally outside greet- 
ed the newly licensed couples with 
cheers. Some who’d received a judge’s 
waiver of the state’s mandatory three- 
day waiting period were married right 
then and there on the front lawn of City 
Hall to rousing public applause. ► 


THE ADVOCATE I 29 I JULY 6, 2004 



DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE 









MARRIAGE 



Husband and husband: Richard Kaminski (left) weds Jerry Ouellet outside their Provincetown home in a ceremony officiated by the Reverend Brenda Haywood. 


There are the naysayers, of course, 
most often gay men in their 20s and 30s 
“who think that it’s foolish to be fighting 
for this right,” says Kaminski, 52, a re- 
tired mental health worker. After all, 
why should gay people, who worked so 
hard to create an alternative society in 
P-town, now sign on to a heterosexist 
institution? “Philosophically, I get what 
they’re saying,” says Elly Thomas, who 
married her partner of 20 years, Cynthia 
O’Neill, in Provincetown on May 27. 
“But even if you spurn marriage, you do 
want your partner to get your 401K [if 
you die] without some big chunk taken 
out of it” Because she and O’Neill have 
two grown daughters, she adds, their 
marriage “is not just protecting each 
other, it’s protecting a family tree.” 
Marriage’s biggest supporters, Ouel- 
let says, are older couples, the gays and 
lesbians who pioneered Provincetown’s 
freedoms and are now its backbone: 
“They are the ones who suffered in the 
closet for many years. They’re the ones 
saying, ‘We want equal rights now, and 
we’re not going to wait any longer.’” 
Ouellet, a retail store manager and 
marriage equality activist who declines 


to give his age, is one of those people: 
An Army veteran, he spent 25 years in a 
heterosexual marriage. “I always knew I 
was gay,” he says, “but because I was 
Catholic, I got married. And then we 
had [our daughter] Jennifer, and I just 
could not leave my family. Once she got 
out of high school, then I just came out 
I was the vice president of a bank, and I 
came here and started working a very 
minimal job in a guesthouse. But I was 
the happiest I had ever been.” 

Not long after, he met Kaminski at a 
Provincetown dance. Within a year, 
Kaminski proposed: “1 surprised him with 
a diamond ring on Christmas Eve and 
asked him to marry me in front of our 
family and friends and his ex-wife and 
daughter.” In 1999 the couple had a lav- 
ish commitment ceremony at the Unitar- 
ian Universalist Church, complete with 
buffet dinner and band. “This [wedding] 
is more low-key,” Ouellet says. “Making 
it legal was the most important thing.” 
Low-key or not, it brought all the trap- 
pings of a marriage, says the Reverend 
Haywood, who presided at both cere- 
monies. “Seeing these guys go through 
the anxiety attacks and the excitement 


and making out lists, setting up the yard, 
having friends come over — it was fami- 
ly," she says. “It was great to have that 
kind of happiness in a world that is so 
imperfect and bruised at the moment” 

Like Kaminski and Ouellet, Boston 
couple James and Paul Montgomery- 
Hyde also had a commitment ceremony 
in Provincetown five years ago, marking 
their sixth year together and legally 
combining their last names. Their 125 
guests more than filled the Fairbanks 
Inn, where they returned on May 23 to 
have another ceremony. This time, only 
four last-minute guests were present — 
James’s parents and Paul’s lesbian sister 
and her fiancee — but the resulting union 
is recognized by their home state. 

Like many American gays, the Mont- 
gomery-Hydes long thought Vermont- 
style civil unions were what same-sex 
couples should be fighting for. “It wasn’t 
until about two years ago that someone 
started talking about how civil unions 
really do create second-class citizenship,” 
says Paul, a real estate consultant who 
also works for Boston-based gay news- 
paper Bay Windows. “It really went” — 
he snaps his fingers — “in my head.” 
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Massachusetts Inf 


Glamsch (below, left) and 
Crawford with their marriage 
certificate at Provincetown 
City Hall and during their first 
• I - summer together in, 

“ et ^ 


Rorida residents Horst Glamsch 
and Brian Crawford married on 
May 23 — 23 years to the day after 
they met at a Provincetown cafe. 


“It’s amazing some of the 
benefits we have access to 
now,” says James, who works 
in human resources for the 
state of Massachusetts. “Paul 
can get health insurance 
through me. It’s going to save 
us thousands of dollars a year, 
and that’s just one thing.” 

Although they’re planning 
a big reception for friends and 
family for October 2, the 
Montgomery-Hydes decided 
to get married immediately 
after licenses began being is- 
sued, fearing some legal ma- 
neuver might halt the wed- 
dings. After getting their 
license in Boston and being 
told they could marry three 
days later “in Room 619,” Paul 
recalls, “we both came home 
from work that night and 
said, ‘We should go back to 
Provincetown.’” 

Gov. Mitt Romney’s fe- 
vered opposition to marriage 
equality in his state also fac- 
tored into Kaminski and Ouel- 
let’s plans. They scheduled a 
grand reception for June 5 
but “bumped the wedding up 
to the first week of our equali- 
ty,” Ouellet says, “because I 
don’t trust the president or 
the governor.” 

The governor has so far achieved one 
major victory against same-sex mar- 
riage: blanket enforcement of a 1913 
state law forbidding licenses to couples 
who cannot get legally married in their 
home state — a law passed to prevent in- 
terracial marriages between individuals 
from states with miscegenation laws. 
Several towns at first vowed to defy that 
previously forgotten statute, but all 
eventually buckled under the governor’s 
threat of legal consequences. Province- 
town was the last to give in, on May 26. 

That allowed just enough time for 
Florida residents Brian Crawford and 
Horst Glamsch to fly into Massachusetts, 
apply for a waiver of the state’s waiting 
period from a judge in Barnstable, get a 
license at the Provincetown City Hall, 
and have a catered ceremony on May 23 
at the Martin House, a restaurant owned 
by a friend. The couple had met at a 
Provincetown cafe and had their first 


date exactly 23 years earlier — to the day. 
“The fact that we met here and also the 
fact that there are so many truly enlight- 
ened people here, gay and straight, made 
it the obvious choice for us to commit 
for life and maybe change history,” says 
Crawford. “It’s a magical place.” 

The magic peaked that afternoon, as 
an impromptu wedding procession, 
complete with a limo dragging tin cans, 
paraded down narrow Commercial 
Street, the town’s main drag. “It was 
awesome!” says Glamsch, who watched 
from the front of the Somerset House 
Inn, where he and Crawford were stay- 
ing with two friends from Maine who’d 
flown in for their wedding. “We ran out 
to wave and clap for the newlyweds.” 
Four days later, Thomas and O’Neill 
staged their own six-car procession — in- 
cluding their entire extended family — 
after their wedding ceremony. “When 
we drove by this one outdoor cafe, the 


entire caf£ stood up and cheered,” 
Thomas recalls. Looking back at the car 
driven by their older daughter, Heather, 
“we could see her crying as we drove 
through the town. It was just amazing.” 
That’s exactly why Thomas and 
O’Neill — who have homes in Becket, 
Mass., and New York City — chose 
Provincetown for their wedding. They 
wanted “people around us who would be 
joyous,” Thomas says. But will the same- 
sex marriage parade come to other Main 
Streets USA? Massachusetts resident 
Judith Todd-McNichol believes it will. “I 
think, slowly, it’s going to move west, 
like the Pilgrims,” says the professional 
gardener and part-time justice of the 
peace, who married 10 same-sex couples 
in the first week after May 17. “The first 
place the Pilgrims landed was Province- 
town. This is a new adventure.” ■ 

Additional reporting: Ryan MacDonald 
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COMMENTARY 

The AIDS epidemic has been one of the two great holocausts of modem history, 
notes LARRY KRAMER, and Ronald Reagan chose to say nothing about it until 
the seventh year of his presidency. In all the early coverage of his death, why was this forgotten? 
Kramer, for one, is counting the bodies to mark the passing of the man he calls 

Adolf Reagan 


O ur murderer is dead. The man who murdered 
more gay people than anyone else in the en- 
tire history of the world is dead. More people 
than Hitler even. In all the tributes to his pass- 
ing, as I write this two days after his death, 
not one that I have seen has mentioned this. The hate- 
ful New York Times (“all 
the news that’s fit to print”) 
of course said nothing 
about this. We still are not 
fit to write about with total 
honesty in their pages. Not 
really. Just as we were not 
fit for Ronald Reagan to 
talk about us. What kind of 
president is that? 

I have been writing a long 
work of history that I call 
The American People. I 
chose this title because in 
every speech he ever made, 

Reagan went on and on 
about “the American Peo- 
ple.” We, of course, were 
never a part of his American 
People. And we knew it 
Year after year of his 
hateful and endless reign 
we knew we were not a part 
of the American People he 
was President of. He would 
never talk about us, of 
course, or do anything for 
us except murder us. There 
were no social services for 
us. There was no research 
into our health. Even as we were dying like flies. 

How could he not have seen us dying? The answer 
is, He did see us dying, and he chose to do nothing. 
There was no representation of us in his government. 
There was never anything for us but his ignoble dis- 
missal of us. 

All of Washington, indeed the world, knew that Rea- 
gan hated us. How could they not? Most of them did 
too. And when Daddy doesn’t love you, who is there to 
stand up to Daddy? This is a trick that Hitler used and 


which I believe the young Reagan learned from him. 
He never had to say much out loud himself about his 
hatreds; but everyone knew what they were. Gays 
were as hated under Reagan as Jews were under 
Hitler. It is a trick that both George Bushes have car- 
bon-copied. We have not been included among their 
American People either. 

I could never understand 
why Reagan’s hatred of us 
was so intense and mani- 
fest and never-ending. 
Some of Nancy Reagan’s 
best friends were gay, the 
self-loathing Jerry Zipkin, 
at one time her principal 
“walker,” chief among 
them. It is said he taught 
her how to dress. In my 
play Just Say No , I drama- 
tized my own theory of why 
she and her husband kept 
gays off their agenda as if 
we were the plague, which, 
of course, as in some 
hideous self-fulfilling pro- 
phecy, we became. Ron 
Reagan Jr. That is why. It 
was no secret in an ever- 
widening circle that Ron 
Reagan Jr. was suspected 
of being gay. In his fresh- 
man year at Yale (I believe 
this was his only year there; 
perhaps there were two), I 
have been told, he had nu- 
merous gay experiences. I 
am well-known at Yale. Indeed, I have established the 
Larry Kramer Initiative for Lesbian and Gay Studies at 
Yale to document the evil acts that American “history” 
has performed on us. 

And just as damning as the son’s reputation, of 
course, because it could not be hidden, was that Ron 
Reagan Jr. was a ballet dancer. This did not look good 
and was obviously exceedingly embarrassing to a fa- 
ther who rode so many horses. So off with the tutu and 
on with a wedding ring. Junior was married off and 
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sent to far-off places in positions of 
low visibility. 

I have gay friends in Hollywood, 
equally closeted, who knew him and 
know him and protect him. To know 
him is to be sworn to some sort of 
pact of secrecy. What a hideous life 
Ron Jr. must have led all these years. 
To be denied a life and to have been 
so utterly gutless about fighting back. 
(Well, we know all about that.) While 
his own mother was gallivanting 
around with some of the biggest 
fairies in the world. What hateful par- 
ents to have had in the prime of your 
life, “the great communicator” of a fa- 
ther out there communicating how 


No one really writes about this. Roo- 
sevelt is one of history’s great gods. 
Just as no one really writes about Rea- 
gan and “the gay question.” These two 
major murderers so far have gotten 
away with helping to cause the two 
major holocausts of modem history. 
Just as Jews are asked to never forget 
their Holocaust, I implore all gay peo- 
ple never to forget our holocaust and 
who caused it and why. 

Ronald Reagan did not even say 
the word “AIDS” out loud until the 
seventh year of his reign. Because of 
this, some 70 million people so far 
have become infected with HIV/AIDS. 
I wonder what it feels like to be the 


People magazine called me 
for a quote on Reagan’s 
death. “I wish he had died 
before he was elected,” 
is what I told them. 

I wonder what they will run. 


much he hated you, and his wife out 
there going along with this. 

I suspect by now Ron Reagan Jr. 
actually believes he is straight. By 
now he may very well be. He may well 
have been all along. He just looked so 
suspicious, and of course it was this 
perceived suspicion that, one way or 
the other, is what caused his father to 
murder so many of us. Why does his- 
tory not recognize this monstrous and 
never-ending history of hatred and the 
inestimable number of deaths it con- 
tinues to cause? 

People magazine called me for a 
quote on Reagan’s death. “I wish he 
had died before he was elected,” is 
what I told them. I wonder what they 

will run. 

It is remarkable that two of the so- 
called greatest presidents have also al- 
lowed the greatest perpetrations and 
perpetuations of mass murder. Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt was shamefully inept 
in dealing with “the Jewish question” 
(see my play The Normal Heart), 
most ironic since so many Jews were 
his most loyal supporters, the Jerry 
Zipkins of their day. 


son and the wife of a man responsible 
for over 70 million people becoming 
infected with a virus that has killed 
half of us so far. I wonder what it felt 
like while he was alive to ponder this. 
For surely he must have thought 
about it. How could he not? He has 
been called the consummate actor 
who came to believe all his lines. 
Does this not make his legacy even 
more grotesque? It should. 

Hitler knew what he was doing. 
How could Ronald Reagan not have 
known what he was doing? 

But of course no one is writing 
about this. Reagan too is one of histo- 
ry’s gods. 

So far Ronald Reagan has gotten 

away with murder. ■ 

Kramer’s play The Normal Heart, 
about the early years of the AIDS 
crisis, is now playing in a revival 
off-Broadway. 


|ggj Read The Advocate's news coverage 
of Reagan's passing, and a story on 
his connection to the founding of Log 
Cabin Republicans, at www.advocate.com . 


Attention Renters 
& Current Homeowners! 
with the Smart Pay Home Loan 
from 


WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 


you can purchase a home with 

No Down Payment 


• 3.50% interest only rate, 

3.50% A.P.R. 

• Low interest only feature 

allows the borrower 
more purchasing power. 

Call Me Today 

John Twyman 
Home Mortgage Consultant 
Toll Free (866) 767-4766 

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc. originates mortgage loans in New 
Hampshire under No. 5757 MB for 1st mortgages and License No. 
5768 MHL for 2nd mortgages and is a New Jersey Department of 
Banking Licensed Mortgage Banker. 2003 Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage. Inc. All Rights Reserved #7728. 



GET HOT GET HIP GET COOL GET SERVICED 

Provlncetowns year-round boutique style guesthouse- 
service without the attitude! 


Guesthouse A: 

Cape Cod Style 
(i.e., oh...) 


Somerset House: 

Boutique Style 
(i.e., ohhhhh!) 


378 Commercial Street 
Provincetown, MA 02657 
800.575.1850 toll free / 508.487.0383 
Check out our groovy web page 
www.somersethouseinn.com 
getadvocate@somersethouseinn.com 
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The urban renewal of Asbury Park, N J., renews the debate: Can gay men 
and lesbians single-handedly transform bad neighborhoods? By Fred Kuhr 


W hen New York City couple 
Joe D’Andrea and Will El- 
liott arrived for a weekend 
vacation in Asbury Park, 
NJ., four years ago, the re- 
sort town had long since faded. Made fa- 
mous by the blue-collar anthems of local 
legend Bruce Springsteen, it consisted of 
boarded-up buildings where grand stores 
and hotels had once stood. The board- 
walk seemed to sag toward the ocean. 

The only real life seemed to be in 
the downtown coffeehouses and gift 
shops owned by gay and lesbian entre- 
preneurs. “I guess if those gay and les- 
bian [business owners] had wanted to 
be like everyone else, they’d have 
opened up businesses in the mall,” 
D’Andrea says. “But their customers 
don’t want to go to a mall; they want to 
go to some place that’s unique and dif- 
ferent and molded into their own.” 


In 2004 it is evident that those pio- 
neering shops have helped spark the 
comeback of Asbury Park, population 
16,930. Rainbow flags fly from freshly 
painted Victorian houses, and gay pride 
weekend attracts thousands of people. 
A $1.2 billion project to restore the wa- 
terfront is under way. This spring, as 
local same-sex couples gained media at- 
tention by trying to obtain marriage li- 
censes, Asbury Park was hailed as the 
new Provincetown or Fire Island. 

D’Andrea and Elliott were sold on the 
place by the end of their vacation in 
2000. They bought a fully refurbished 
1,800-square-foot, five-bedroom house 
for $119,000 — a fraction of the price of 
one-bedroom co-ops in Manhattan. 

Asbury Park’s rebirth is the latest ex- 
ample in a decades-old trend of gay men 
and lesbians moving into depressed 
neighborhoods and rehabbing old 


homes and businesses. Over the years 
gays and lesbians have refurbished long- 
neglected areas such as San Francisco’s 
Castro and Haight neighborhoods, 
Philadelphia’s South Street, New York 
City’s Chelsea, Chicago’s Lakeview, 
Washington, D.C.’s Dupont Circle, and 
the city of Key West, Fla Unlike in the 
past, government officials in some cities, 
including Detroit and Baltimore, are ac- 
tively recruiting gays and lesbians to 
urban neighborhoods. 

But critics charge that this type of 
urban renewal benefits only the wealthy, 
pushes out the working class, makes af- 
fordable housing scarce, and increases 
property taxes. In some cases middle- 
class gay men and lesbians have been 
priced out of the market by other, 
wealthier gay men and lesbians. 

The 2003 documentary Flag Wars 
profiled the clash between longtime 
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Michelle Charland (left) and partner Diane Stephens spent $100,000 to renovate this Cincinnati house. 


African-American residents of Colum- 
bus, Ohio’s Old Towne East neighbor- 
hood and the new gay and lesbian resi- 
dents, who are largely white-collar 
professionals. Gay and lesbian couples 
were furious that they were portrayed as 
receiving special incentives from city of- 
ficials. A community development con- 
sultant told the Columbus Dispatch that 
newcomers used “demands for code en- 
forcement to frighten elderly residents 
into thinking they couldn’t afford their 
homes. Some of the seniors were fearful 
and rightfully so, because they were on 
fixed incomes and didn’t have access to 
the right information, ” he said. 

D’Andrea says developers — including 
gay men and lesbians — who are trying 
to revive Asbury Park have had to fight 
the perception that they are running 
longtime residents out of town. He says 
many of the homes that have undergone 
renovation were vacant, as was most of 
the downtown space now being used for 
retail shops and new apartments. There 
are high-end $2,000-per-month apart- 
ments, but there are also apartments 
being leased to 20-something workers 
for between $600 and $800 per month. 

Same-sex couples, who typically 
don’t have children, are more willing 
than straight couples to live in racially 
and ethnically diverse neighborhoods 
with older housing stock and higher 
crime rates, says Gary Gates, a research 
associate with the Washington, D.C.- 
based Urban Institute. “The mere fact 
that gay people are out means that they 
are more willing to take some level of 
risk in life. From a social science per- 
spective, if you are out, you are willing 
to take risks,” he says. 

Blighted neighborhoods that are large- 
ly straight can 
learn valuable 
lessons from 
gay men and 
lesbians who 
have revitalized 
other areas, 
says openly gay 
urban planner 
Elwood Hop- 
kins. He is man- 
aging director of 
Emerging Mar- 
kets Inc., a con- 
sulting firm in Los Angeles that helps 
banks, insurance companies, and other 
businesses invest in low-income areas. 


Hopkins argues that most urban 
planners try to revive neighborhoods 
in a backward manner by building af- 
fordable housing and then hoping peo- 
ple move into 
the area. In- 
stead, he says, 
restaurants, 
shops, art stu- 
dios, and other 
services should 
be there first. 

Then the resi- 
dents will come. 

Gay men and 
lesbians real- 
ized that years 
ago, he says, when in the 1920s and 
1930s they gravitated toward certain 
neighborhoods in cities across the Unit- 
ed States. Their presence led gay bars 
and other businesses to open, and then 
more residents arrived. “As gay commu- 
nities became legitimized, their neigh- 
borhoods became legitimized,” he says. 

Michelle Charland and her partner, 
Diane Stephens, moved into Cincinnati’s 
Northside neighborhood in the mid 
1990s because they were attracted to the 
area’s historic architecture, inexpensive 
real estate, and diversity. The couple 
bought a 3,100-square-foot unattached 
row house on a full city lot for less than 
$70,000, then poured close to $100,000 
into their fixer-upper — a bargain even 
by Cincinnati standards. “We saw the 
benefit of contributing to the historic 
character of the city, but we also saw 


the benefit of making a difference to the 
city,” says Charland, a sales manager in 
her early 40s. 

But Charland and Stephens recently 
made the difficult decision to move 
into a suburban “McMansion” after two 
shooting incidents took place around 
the comer from their house. They also 
want to adopt and therefore want to 
live in an area with a better school sys- 
tem. “We poured blood, sweat, and 
tears into that neighborhood and we 
would have loved to have stayed, but it 
just didn’t feel safe anymore,” Char- 
land says. “The violence hit too close 
to home.” 

Others are staying put in Northside 
even after a spate of antigay graffiti sul- 
lied the neighborhood earlier this year. 
One such resident named Kevin, who 
asked that his last name not be used, 
moved to Northside four years ago and 
is renovating a 1905 Victorian. He flies 
the rainbow flag and hosts an annual 
gay pride party for the neighborhood. 
But he has lately been subject to ongo- 
ing antigay harassment by local teens. 
He’s even had rocks thrown through 
his windows and garage door. Still, the 
44-year-old social worker is not plan- 
ning on leaving anytime soon. “I’ve in- 
vested too much time and money on 
my house,” he says. “I will not be run 
out of my own neighborhood.” 

Thirty years ago Boston’s South End, 
home to one of the largest collections 
of Victorian brownstones in the United 
States, seemed to be beyond repair. ^ 



Gary Gates 



Elwood Hopkins 
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Bob Cahill on the porch of his revamped home 


It was so undesirable that 
residents of the tony Back 
Bay area built a fence 
along the dividing line be- 
tween the two neighbor- 
hoods. While property val- 
ues were relatively low for 
the South End’s historic 
buildings, gay men and les- 
bians moved in, spent 
money on rehab efforts, 
and today, the area is one 
of the most desirable 
neighborhoods in the city. 

But in the past decade the 
South End’s property val- 
ues have skyrocketed to the 
point that middle-class gay 
men and lesbians have been completely 
priced out 

Boston resident Bob Cahill moved to 


the South End after coming 
out in 1992. But even then 
rents were largely unafford- 
able, so he subsequently 
moved to the city’s Dor- 
chester neighborhood, 
where he had family ties. 
“Dorchester is very diverse 
and welcoming,” says 
Cahill, 39. He cites the 
area’s large African-Ameri- 
can, Latino, and Caribbean 
populations. “Dorchester is 
not a place that is all gay, 
but it is completely diverse,” 
he says. “It’s a welcoming 
and open community.” ■ 

Ruhr is the editor of Boston-based 
In Newsweekly, a gay and lesbian 
newspaper serving New England. 


T H E A D V 0 C A T E 

POLL 

SPONSORED BY SUBARU 


Are gays and 
lesbians hurting 
working-class 



neighborhoods? 


Sign on to TAe Advocate's Web site 
before July 6 to cast your vote and 
leave your comments. Results will 
appear in the August 31 issue. 

www.advocate.com 




Preservation-minded 

A new book by the best-selling author of Farm Boys makes an interesting 
connection between gay men and historic preservation By John Caldwell 


A Passion to Preserve: Gay 
Men as Keepers of Culture 

■ Will Fellows ■ University of Wisconsin 
Press ■ $30 

W hen Will Fellows was a young 
boy he wasn’t much interested in 
typical “boy” activities. Instead, 
he collected old photographs and spent 
long hours gleaning family history from 
his grandmother, and as a teenager he 
opened his own antiques shop on the 
family farm in Wisconsin. Like so many 
gay men, he says, he has always had an 
interest in preserving old things, a trait 
that straight men don’t seem to share. 

Early on in Fellows’s book A Passion 
to Preserve: Gay Men as Keepers of 
Culture, he compares his life to that of 
Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, a German 
transvestite whose antiquarian efforts 
during the Nazi era are the subject of 
the book I Am My Own Woman and a 
subsequent Broadway play. “You can’t 
appreciate what is distinctive in gay 


men’s lives without appreciating their 
gender-atypical nature,” says Fellows, 
who had a best seller in 1996 with Farm 
Boys, about gay men in rural America 
“That is why gay men and straight 
women are often the collaborators in 
preservation and have been for so long.” 

While admittedly unscientific, Fel- 
lows’s book argues that there are very 
real differences between gay and 
straight individuals that might lead gays 
into historic preservation. And he uses a 
compelling collection of stories and 
first-person accounts from gay men 
across the country who have chronicled 
histories, preserved antiques, and reno- 
vated old structures, in some cases 
bringing whole neighborhoods back 
from the brink of destruction. “I think 
most gay men have a strong streak of 
the romantic in them and can live it out 
vicariously by being associated with 
these fine old homes,” Richard Jost, a 
member of the National Trust for His- 
toric Preservation, says in the book. 

But homophobia has kept their contri- 


butions ob- 
scured, Fel- 
lows writes 
in the book: “Many historic sites 
and house museums carry on the tradi- 
tion of concealing and denying the gay- 
ness of the men who have had so much 
to do with the preservation of those 
places.” And the gay preservationists 
themselves have worked to stay under 
the radar, Fellows tells The Advocate. 
“Some of the people I approached about 
participating in the book said they would 
love to but felt uncomfortable,” he says. 

Still, there was far from a shortage 
of willing participants; in fact, the con- 
stant stream of individual stories can 
seem a bit overwhelming. Yet they 
provide a colorful picture of a land- 
scape that has not really been painted 
until now. “I was just amazed by the 
magnitude of it, both in terns of how 
long it’s been going on and in so 
many places,” Fellows says. “My task 
went from trying to make a book out 
of it to trying to organize it all.” ■ 
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notes from a blond brace vflanch 


From outlaws to in-laws 


“San Francisco is a place that takes its sex very 
seriously, and that is how it is taking them.” 
My late writing partner Jerry Blatt, with whom 
I collaborated on many projects with and for 
Bette Midler for about 15 years, wrote that back in the ’80s 
when AIDS cut its first deadly swath through the city, 



the period chronicled in And the 
Band Played On , for those of you 
too young to remember. It was a 
joke, sort of, but clearly of the 
blackest kind, which was one of 
Jerry’s specialties. An openly seri- 
ous sexualist, he succumbed to the 
disease a few years later. 

Jerry was one of the 
guys who told me he was 
going celibate because it 
was better than nothing. 

And I knew what he meant 
The kind of sex he lived for 
was available to him only at 
the highest possible risk. 

He gambled and he lost and 
he knew it 

It’s more than a decade 
later, and lesbigays are not 
just the flavor of the sea- 
son but a community mak- 
ing a genuine imprint on 
everyday America. Our 
nasty, hedonistic image has 
been tamed — or at least 
morphed — into something 
fabulous and accessible 
to straight people. At its nether 
end, there are about as many 
news stories featuring sober, 
happy people going for marriage 
licenses as there used to be news 
stories about extreme bikers and 
drag queens. 

A lot of the storybook couples got 
their licenses in San Francisco when 
the getting was good and that devas- 
tatingly handsome Abercrombie- 
AARP print-model mayor took his 
stand in favor of us. Yes, the same 


San Francisco that features the Up 
Your Alley Fair, an annual event 
where the bondage peeps take to 
the streets, walking nude men on 
pearl-studded leashes and setting up 
booths to sell nipple rings and dil- 
dos with family crests. 


San Francisco is still a city that 
takes its sex seriously. When you 
go to a bar called Daddy’s, it’s 
called that not because the owner 
is known as Daddy or because it 
sounds like a friendly name for a 
place, like Cheers. It’s because 
that’s what you will find there — 
daddies, dozens of them, maybe 
even some real ones. 

Because the city is relatively small 
and is home to a disproportionate 
number of gay people who have 


come there from smaller places, the 
residents refer to it as the City. In 
New York or Chicago or Los Ange- 
les, they ask you how long you’ll be 
in town. Not in San Francisco. It’s al- 
ways “How long will you be in the 
City?” Most people have come to 
S.F. to create a life for themselves 
free of the strictures of wherever 
they lived before. That may be why 
the place has such a high sexual tem- 
perature. It may also be why one of 
the town’s chief AIDS fund-raisers is 
an elegantly tumed-out woman by 
night and a male department store 
manager by day, leading two sepa- 
rate but equal lives. This 
sort of thing doesn’t sur- 
prise anyone by the Bay — 
they’d be disappointed if 
there weren’t a phone book 
full of such people. 

Now that some of us 
have gotten all cozy and 
domestic, writers like John 
Rechy mourn the loss of 
the outlaw edge that was 
their particular slice of gay 
life. In a greater sense, 
they are referring to the 
general idea of gay people 
being bonded by their ille- 
gality, their outsider sta- 
tus, and how that is slowly 
evaporating with our de- 
scent into the melting pot. 
It will be a great experi- 
ment to see what happens to us. San 
Francisco shows there is plenty of 
room for everybody, even if the out- 
law fringe now seems like more of a 
theme park than a dedicated way of 
life. The authenticity may be miss- 
ing, but that’s what comes with 
change. If you want authenticity, 
just tune in to your neighborhood 
evangelical and you’ll get a bracing 
dose of the real thing. They have a 
bigger stake in our being real out- 
laws than we do. ■ 



San Francisco is still a city that takes its sex seriously...even if the outlaw 
fringe now seems like more of a theme park than a dedicated way of life. 
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QUEER AS FOLK has pushed, shredded, and defined the envelope when it comes to television 
portrayals of gay and lesbian lives, stories, and sexuality on the small screen. As the series 
continues to shatter boundaries and take risks, The Advocate looks back at Showtime’s 
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adaptation of the hit British drama with the most up-to-date episode guide imaginable: Relive 
Brian’s Babylon tricks, Emmett’s outrageous outfits, and, of course, Debbie’s salty life lessons. 
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■ JM Brian is left responsible in 

j ■ Ted's living will for pulling 

B BB ■ the plug on Ted if need be. 
Luckily, Brian's having sex with an orderly in 
the next bed returns Ted to the land of the 
living. Justin eases the pain of detention by 
giving high school thug Chris a hand job in the 
equipment room. Justin comes out to his 
mother, Jennifer. Michael and Emmett do a 
pom purge of Ted’s apartment. 

BRIAN 8 SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

2 Justin couplings, one of them in Michael's old 
bedroom while he’s downstairs 
I doctor 


ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

“When I go, promise you won’t let them sew my 
mouth shut, because when I get to heaven and I 
meet Natalie Wood, I want to be able to say, 
‘Natalie! It’s Emmett! What happened that night?"” 


Lindsay invites Brian over to 
I dinner so he and Melanie 
can make nice. Michael 
meets a very cute chiropractor, Dr. David, after 
he injures his neck at work. When they go out 
on a first date, though, he doesn’t attempt to 
have sex with Michael, leading to confusion. 
Brian includes himself in the bonus package in 
order to land a closeted out-of-town client. 


A f So you and Lindsay each I I 
had an infant tonight. J J 


Melanie (left) to Brian, episode 101 


DEB SEZ: 


SEASON ONE 


want Brian to take out a life insurance policy in 


episode 

Brian, in the middle of violating 
the virginal 17-year-old Justin, 
is summoned to the hospital as 
his son is being bom to his old friend Lindsay 
and her lesbian lover, Melanie. Brian and 
Michael perch on the ledge of the hospital 
roof, discussing life— behavior not generally 
recommended for people who have been 
ingesting chemicals at popular gay dance 
club Babylon until 2 a.m. We also meet 
Justin's school chum, Daphne. 

BRIAN S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

I guy in the back room 
I breaking-in of Justin 
I with Justin in the shower 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Melanie to Brian: “So you and Lindsay each had 
an infant tonight.” 

■ Michael remains closeted at 

j ■ work and, having learned 

B BB Bfl how to speak one phrase of 
straight fluently, passes himself off as such 
when he’s pressured into meeting his Big Q 
coworkers for a drink. Lindsay and Melanie 


case one day he gets sick. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

To Justin: “The thing you’ve got to know about 
Brian is, he’s not your boyfriend. Brian doesn’t do 
boyfriends." 

ALL THE NUDES: 

Many fine young bottoms are seen in the high 
school locker room scene. For the ladies, 
Lindsay is seen nursing as Melanie goes in 
for a taste. 

■| Gus’s bris is a merry affair 

I iB until Brian finds out what it 
B BB BB is and puts a stop to it. 
Emmett fails to notice that his new Japanese 
boyfriend is a hustler. Ted picks up the very 
cute Blake at Babylon but ends the evening in a 
drug-induced coma. 

DEB SEZ: 

“Em, honey, you should try to eat some of your 
protein off a plate.” 

THE VOICE OF YOUTH: 

Daphne: “That’s Brian? God, he’s so old! And 
skinny! You can do way better than that.” 


“If s amazing how you always manage to work 
anal intercourse into the conversation.” 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Lindsay to Brian: “Don’t apologize: it doesn’t 

become you.” 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL. PART t: 

Melanie: “He’s a selfish shithead.” 

Lindsay persuades Justin 
to enter his artwork in the 
show at the gay and lesbian 
center. Brian continues to try to eighty-six 
Michael’s practically perfect boyfriend but 
finds the good doctor can give as good as he 
gets. Debbie ties one on with Jennifer, all in 
the name of life coaching. Ted tries to find a 
man with depth and character, only to realize 
he’s really not serious about things like depth 
and character. 

DEB SEZ: 

“I've known Brian since he was 14. He hasn’t 
changed much. In fact, I’d say he and Justin are 
pretty evenly matched.” 

ALL THE NUDES: 

Ted’s attempt at an affair of depth leads to per- 
haps the only sex scene on this show to feature 
both body hair and fat. 

POOR TED: 

“I was rejected by everybody. Ifs good to be back!” 
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Saturday 

July 24, 2004 
4-8 PM 


join usli*. 

beachfronl bash, benefiting New fork s 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender 

Community Center. 

Hosfdd by 

Bruce Anderson arid Ken Kuchin 
41 Two Mile Hollow Rood, 

East Hampton 

This event sold oyt last year, so buy tickets 
early by visiting the Centers Web site, 
www.gaycenter.org, or by calling us at 
2 1 2.620.73 1 0. You can also purchase 
tickets at these East Hampton locations: 
Almond 

Jonathan Adler-East Hampton 
Haven Hf* 


The Lesbian, Gay* 
Bisexual 8 Transgender 
Community Center 

208 West jpth Street 


212*620.7310 
fax 212.924.2657 
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■ ■■■ Michael denies it, but Dr. 

I m David displays the three 
B BB B signs of a true boyfriend: 
flowers, dinner with Mom, and a trip out of 
town. Brian gets broody over Michael’s divert- 
ed attention. Justin gets into a fistfight with 
Chris at school. Justin’s father finds out about 
his son and Brian, so he rear-ends Brian’s car 
repeatedly. Michael and Dr. David rush back 
from their idyll. The doctor gets dressed up like 
a bad boy and tosses down the gauntlet to 
Brian while dancing at Babylon. 


BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

To Michael: “You can’t stay. I’ve got someone 
coming over in approximately 7)6 inches." 


BLAME CANADA: 

David’s ex-wife and son live in the mysterious 
location “down in Oregon." 

■ Michael clings to his imper- 

■ sonation of a straight man 

B BB BB so he can get a promotion 
at Big Q. Debbie suffers from exhaustion so 
overwhelming she doesn’t even wear her wig. 
Justin’s father beats up Brian outside Babylon 
and makes home life impossible for Justin, 
who moves from Brian’s couch to the girls’. 
Brian tries to take Justin back to his folks but 
reconsiders the wisdom of it once he hears 
that the house rules include no more gay bars. 
Brian and Justin take their relationship to the 
next step: dinner. 


BRIAN S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

I toothsome youth from Atlanta, who consults with 
Justin on jambalaya 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Jennifer, to Brian, about Justin: ‘You seduced 
him. You fucked him. He’s yours. Kindly see that 
he takes his allergy medicine and does his home- 
work. And gets to school on time." 


■ Emmett discovers what it 

■ BB must be like to be his online 
B BB BB persona. Michael tries to 
learn how to behave around grown-ups but 
still has a miserable time at a dinner party with 
Dr. David's friends. Gus needs to go to the hos- 
pital, but Melanie isn’t allowed in. The girls ask 
Brian to sign over his parental rights to avoid a 
repeat of such an incident, but he ultimately 
refuses. Dr. David asks Michael to move in. 


BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Michael: “What is this, adopt-a-trick?" 

Brian: “It’s only temporary." 

Michael: “Until he grows up?" 

ALL THE NODES: 

There’s an exceptional full-frontal when Melanie 
peels off her towel. Emmett’s chat-room moment 
at the keyboard is notable not so much for the 
nudity as for his astonishing accuracy when 
typing with one hand. 
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jH ■ Emmett resists temptation 
I I iC even though Michael and Ted 
B B BB have rented his favorite pom 
star to lure him from the light. Brian fails to 
resist temptation even though it’s a coworker 
spread on top of his desk at the office. Melanie 
doesn’t resist temptation either. 

BRIAN'S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

2, but it’s the same guy, once on the job, 
once at home 

SOMETHING BLUE: 

Marianne’s successful pickup line to Melanie: 

‘I suppose you could say I am PC...that is, if PC 
means ‘performs cunnilingus.’" 


■ ■ JM Brian's office trick goes bad 
■ £1L when Mr. Kinney gets sued for 
B B ■ sexual harassment. Michael runs 
to Brian’s aid but has to lie to Dr. David to do so. 
Emmett just lies to himself about being straight. 


(( 


You seduced him. 

He’s yours. Kindly see that 
he takes his allergy medicine 
and does his homework. 

And gets to school on time. J J 

Jennifer (left) to Brian, episode 108 


Brian rescinds his offer of shel- 
ter after he's robbed, so Justin 
runs away to New York City. 
The boys go off to find him, disregarding the 
warnings from bar tarot reader Mistress Mari- 
lyn. Michael decides against moving in with Dr. 
David, who ends the relationship, while Debbie 
tells the returned Justin he can have Michael’s 
old room. Emmett’s drug problem pops up. 
Lindsay decides she wants to be able to stay 
home with Gus rather than go back to work. 

ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

Michael: “If you’re not careful, you’re gonna get 
addicted.” 

Emmett: “Please. I’ve been doing it for years.” 

ACCORDING TO EMMETT. PART 2: 

“I have a problem with rubber. It accentuates 
my hips." 

ALL THE NODES: 

Michael and David in the shower reverie moment. 

m Turning 30, Michael has a small 
surprise party at work and a huge 
one at Brian’s. Debbie asks Brian 
to let Michael go so he can be happy with Dr. 
David. Ted has an HIV scare, so Emmett goes 
in with him to be tested. A call from the center 
asking Emmett to return makes him promise 
God he'll give up men if he tests negative. 


BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Brian: “If I invited just your friends there’d be, 
like, six people here. I had to open it up to sex 
partners.” 

Michael: "I haven’t slept with any of these 
people.” 

Brian: “My sex partners." 

POOR TED: 

Ted: “He’s one of my best friends— I can't let his 
30th birthday go by without getting him some- 
thing cheap and demeaning." 

Emmett gives up man-on- 
man sex and joins the con- 
version group See the Light. 
Ted takes up the slack by snagging Brian’s 
castoffs now that Brian is searching for 
new playmates. Michael unpacks his things 
at Dr. David’s only to find that Captain 
Astro and understated good taste don’t 
easily mesh. Melanie and Lindsay process 
their feelings. 

BRIAN S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

I guy in an alleyway 

I incident with Justin involving ice cream 

POOR TED: 

Ted: “[Brian] wants me to meet him at Woody’s 
after work!” 

Emmett: “God, he must really be desperate.” 


BRIAN'S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

0: Litigation curtails libido, it would appear. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Melanie: “What are you, Mr. Teflon? Shit just 
never sticks to you." 

Brian babysits Gus, forcing him 
to deal with father issues: 
being one, having one, losing 
the one he’s got. Ted allows himself to deal 
with his own daddy issues when a school friend 
turns out to be a leather master. Dr. David 
drives his visiting son crazy. 

ACCOBDING TO EMMETT: 

“As long as your erogenous zones are covered, 
you're safely in the conservative code." 

POOR TED: 

Brian: “You’ll always be old. ..o/d... reliable Ted.” 

Francophobia rears its head 
when the gang find out Lindsay 
is planning a green-card 
marriage to Guillaume, a fetching but arrogant 
Frenchman from her school. After being 
suspended for defending himself against 
classroom bullies, Justin tries to organize a 
gay-straight alliance at St. James Academy but 
meets with limited success in spite of Debbie's 

help. Michael wants to pay his own way in the 

relationship but comes to realize the folly of 
this and allows Dr. David to take him to Paris. 

DEB SEE: 

“That’s the way people are. They’re ignorant. And 
they're scared. And there’s nothing you can do. 
Except educate ’em. Or shoot ’em.” 

ALL THE NUDES: 

Brian and Justin strategize in the buff; Michael 
and Dr. David practice their French. The gym 
locker room, of course, is always a delight. 
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■ ■ MM Michael is rather full of himself 
I K after returning from Paris. Dr. 
B B K David throws a political fund- 
raiser for Senator Baxter, to which Michael 
pointedly fails to invite his friends and family, 
feeling it's not for them. Brian funds their way 
in. Justin's attempts to organize a gay-straight 
alliance are met with more success after he 
makes a political connection at the party. Lind- 
say's impending sham of a wedding is stopped 
dead when Brian finally signs over his parental 
rights to Melanie on the condition that the 
women reconcile. 


Michael: "Try the brie." 

Debbie: “Tastes like come. Where’s the 
Cheddar?" 


BRIAN, MR. WONDERFUL: 

Guillaume: “Look who’s here, Gus. Your sperm 
donor." 


BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL. PART S: 

Brian, to the ladies: “You’re a bunch of dykes, 
for Christ's sake. Toughen up." 

ACCORDINO TO LINDSAY: 

“Now and then, I must admit, I’ve often 
dreamed of being a bride. It's true. I suppose 
even dykes can’t escape that fantasy." 


Let’s go to Babylon. Dozens of 
beautiful men will reject you, 
and you’ll feel so much better. 


Emmett (left) to Ted (right), episode 118 


Ted stumbles across Blake, 
quite literally, as he is 
passed out on the bathroom 
floor at Babylon. He takes him to the E.R., 
then home, only to find his wallet mysteri- 
ously missing. Dr. David goes to the baths, 
where he’s busted by Brian. Justin wavers 
between arts school in Pittsburgh or an 
MBA at Dartmouth. 

DEB SEE: 

To Justin: “Well, all due respect to your mother, 
who’s a very lovely lady...who gives a shit what 
they want?" 

POOR TED: 

Emmett: “Let’s go to Babylon. Dozens of beautiful 
men will reject you, and you’ll feel so much better.” 

Daphne wants Justin to be her 
first time so she’ll know what to 
expect with her boyfriend, but 
rehearsal becomes opening night for Daphne, 
leaving Justin wondering what’s going on. Ted 
operates under the belief that love will conquer 
crystal meth as far as Blake is concerned. 
Brian’s father dies. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Wake repartee: “What’s in the bag, Uncle Brian?” 
‘Grandpa’s head.” 


■ It’s King of Babylon time 

| I I M again, a beefcake contest 

B BB BB that involves not only the 
expected platoon of strippers but eventually 
Dr. David and Justin, who leaves with both the 
crown and Brian’s behavioral pattern. Vic is 
arrested for indecent exposure in a store men’s 
room. Blake ingratiates himself by making it 
possible to post Vic's bail on a Saturday night. 

ALL THE NUDES: 

Special notice must be taken of the fireman who 
sprays the horde at Babylon with a geyser of 
glitter from his impressive hose. 

THE VOICE OF YOUTH: 

Justin: “Sad, isn’t it? All these older guys, still par- 
tying way past their prime— they don’t know when 
to stop. So how about the real thing?” 

An “Ad Person of the Year” 
award and its hunky presenter 
convince Brian that his profes- 
sional future lies in New York City. Dr. David 
needs to move to Oregon, and an uncertain 
Michael agrees to go with him. Melanie helps 
Blake get a temp job in her office and also gets 
Vic’s public-exposure trial thrown out of court. 


consists of nothing more than a circle of fabric in 
the middle of the store, making the entire enterprise 
visible in silhouette. Nice heinie shot of Blake too. 

POOR VIC: 

"I can’t remember the last time someone looked 
at me. Or touched me. It was probably that 
Filipino nurse who gave me that barium enema. 
That was a treat." 

■ BB BB Brian finally turns 30, and 
| I he’s not about to do so 

B Bfl Bfl gracefully. Justin wants him 
to be his prom date, but Brian considers it be- 
neath him. Michael resents the control Dr. David 
has taken over his life once they started the 
move and begins to get cold feet. Brian makes it 
to the prom after all and takes an impossibly ro- 
mantic spin with Justin around the dance floor. 
When Chris Hobbs attacks Justin in the park- 
ing lot, though, the fun ends. Just as Michael is 
boarding the plane for Oregon, Brian calls him. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL 

Lindsay: “I think that’s so adorable that he asked 
you [to the prom], despite the somewhat ques- 
tionable difference in your ages and the fact that 
emotionally he's 12 years your senior." 





THE VOICE OF YOUTH: 

To Justin: “It’s like I don’t even know you. You’ve 
just become this full-time homosexual." 


ALL THE NUDES: 

In one of Ted’s more audacious moments, he gets 
on his knees for Blake in a dressing room that 
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Ted: “You two have never looked more butch." 
Melanie: "Neither have you.” 
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SEASON TWO 


episode 

^^A B Brian keeps a private late- 
^0 III night vigil over Justin until 
Hfl BB A he's released from the 
hospital. Lindsay, in the middle of proposing a 
toast at her sister’s wedding, tosses in a 
proposal to Melanie as well. Michael returns 
from Oregon for keeps. Chris Hobbs gets a 
remarkably lenient sentence for assaulting 
Justin. Jennifer tells Brian to go away. 

DEB SEX: 

“Eagle Scout 1 s honor. And they’re all fags, 
you know." 

ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

“Why shouldn't [Michael] get a little action? He’s 
outside the required 400-mile limit for extramari- 
tal quickies and anonymous assignations. Mind 
you, if you want to do anything further, you’ll need 
overseas travel and a minimum 14-day stay.” 

^^A Jennifer realizes her 
^0 ■ I ^0 error and asks Brian to 
■■I 4 b Hfl take Justin in. Ted gets 
fired after being caught surfing for pom on his 
coffee break. Melanie proposes to Lindsay. 
Michael and Emmett get jobs as nude waiters, 
but Michael ends up back at the Big Q anyway. 
Brian works to help Justin remember what 
happened the night of the attack. 

BRIAN, MR. WONDERFUL: 

Bathhouse acquaintance: “For someone who has 
enough disorders to merit your own classification 
in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, you are 
one of the most well-adjusted and high-function- 
ing bastards I know.” 

POOR TED: 

“I’m going to talk to Wertshafter, confront him like 


a man, tell him, ‘Look, I've been a loyal and devot- 
ed employee here for nine years. You’ve got no 
right to treat me like this just because I’m gay.' 
Then I'm gonna grovel." 

^^A ^^A Emmett gets a domestic 

^0 I ■ position with a gay cou- 

HB BB BB pie who appear to be as 
flawless and politically correct as the duo in his 
favorite soap opera, Gay as Blazes. Brian is 
getting an Outstanding Gay Hero Award for 
saving Justin, but moral conscience of the gay 
community Howard Bellweather publicly 
protests, saying that Brian's lifestyle makes 
him unworthy of the honor. The tables turn 
when Michael and Emmett run across the 
writer at a barebacking party, however. 

Michael tries to reconnect with Brian at Corni- 
Con, a date Brian makes— but only eventually. 

BLAME CANADA: 

Though it differs by but one digit, the number with 
a 416 area code on the sign behind Justin belongs 
not in Pittsburgh (412) but in Toronto. 

CONTINDITY ALERT: 

Note Emmett 1 s ease in the kitchen as he whips up 
his sauce piquant. Later culinary adventures are 
decidedly less well-managed. 

0^ JM Local drag legend Godiva 

^0 I I dies, leaving behind little 

■■I BB M more than a spangled 
dress. Brian decides that the best way to mar- 
ket his homophobic client’s line of wine coolers 
is in gay bars. Melanie’s incredibly hot ex, Leda, 
breezes into town for gay pride season, making 
Lindsay a bit uncomfortable. Ted connects with a 
really hot guy but fails to recognize it for the annu- 
al charity gesture that it is. Michael finally marches 
with his mom in the PFLAG contingent— but wear- 
ing Godiva’s frock so as not to be recognized. 


POOR TED: 

Ted’s hot trick: “For pride I go out, find some guy— 
like you— and give him a break. I give him me. If s 
my way of giving back to the community." 

ALL THE NUDES: 

Ted is lustily topped by his hunk, and with pride. 

^^A BB The humiliation at the 
^0 I I Big Q gets out of hand 
mM W w and Brian is forced to 
quit, only to find the opportunity to own a 
comic book store presenting itself. Ted quits 
the accounting job Brian got him at his firm to 
follow his dream, which turns out to be running 
a pom Web site. Justin wants to quit art school 
when it appears his damaged hand will prove 
an insurmountable problem. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

To Ted: “If you see me at lunch, pretend like you 
don’t know me." 

THE VOICE OF YOUTH: 

Justin, on his postcollege plans: “I could be here [at 
Babylon] popping pills and drinking beer and stick- 
ing my hand down guys’ pants." 

JA 0% Ted’s fledgling pom site is 
^0 I I BB in danger of going under 
Hfl w BB when Emmett steps in to 
provide the needed talent. Lindsay’s problem 
with Ted’s new adventure bothers Melanie, since 
she has a bit of the blue movies in her past as 
well. Brian sets up his new store when his next 
beautiful boyfriend, professor Ben Bruckner, 
walks in the door. Feeling closer to Brian than 
ever, Justin comes home to find him at it on the 
couch, which forces the two of them to negotiate 
the rules for their relationship. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Grocery shopper, spotting Brian: “See that guy? 
Thaf s Brian Kinney. He used to be the hottest stud 
on Liberty Avenue. Now he’s in a relationship." 



Randy Harrison 


If Justin were a real person, 
would you be his friend? 

It's difficult for me to imagine 
Justin as a real person. He's 
so thoroughly a character creat- 
ed for serial television. How 
could I be friends with some- 
one who has nervous break- 
downs at spilled marinara 
sauce, assaults high school en- 
emies with small firearms, and 
has been systematically and re- 
peatedly betrayed, lied to, con- 
descended to, and humiliated 
by his boyfriend for four years? 


What have you learned about 
yourself by playing Justin? 

What I’ve learned most while work 
ing on QAF[ is] the importance of 
being constantly aware that people 
are going to skew and censor you 
in order to make the idea of you 
better represent whatever agenda 
they've decided you'll promote. 

What do you think is the biggest 
issue facing American gays and 
lesbians, and how well do you 
think QAF has addressed it? 
While I think QAF has done a re- 
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markable job addressing gay-spe- 
cific politics — most notably gay 
marriage — it seems to ignore the 
fact that we are part of a global 
community of human beings 
even before we are part of a 
local community of homosexuals. 

What one complaint about QAF 
bugs you the most? 

I find it ridiculous when people 
talk about CWFlike it's supposed 
to carry some enormous humani- 
tarian agenda. No one expects 
The O.C. to change the world. 

Read Randy's full answers 
and additional questions at 
www. advoca te. com . 
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HERITAGE OF PRIDE 
WOULD LIKE TO THANK 

our VOLUNTEERS 

FOR ALL OF THEIR HARD 
WORK AND MAKING THE 
2004 NYC PRIDE EVENTS 
A REALITY! 



DANCE ON THE PIER 15 PRODUCED BY HERITAGE Of PRIDE 

lOCA- Of OANCE ON THE PIER 200* PROCEEDS BENEFIT 

NYC LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL . TRANSGENOER PRIDE WEEK EVENTS 

WWW.MOPINC ORO FOR ADDITIONAL INFO 

DESIGN: RICH KENOALL FOR SKYMEOIA 


ALL THE NUDES: 

Better than the usual gym locker-room scene, as 
Zack OTool makes a return appearance. 

MB Ben’s being HIV-positive 
^^P I I m proves to be the one 
mk I mi thing Debbie can’t 

handle. Lindsay invites her parents over for a 
party— one that turns out to be the sort you 
don’t want your parents to walk in on. 

Emmett 1 s growing status as a Web site pom 
star makes him think he’s in a position to make 
a demand or two. Ben’s status is more than 
Michael can handle as well. 

■RIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Leda: “And you must be the Antichrist. Big fan." 

ALL THE NUDES: 

Emmett makes a lovely homage to Marilyn Monroe 
as he stretches his body across red satin. 

Michael begins dating 
^^P I I SC again even though he’s 
HC still hung up on Ben. 

Emmett meets his secret admirer, the much 
older and vastly wealthy George Shickel. 
Justin gets a chance to behave like Brian 
when he meets a virginal young man while 
at a party with Daphne. 

■RIAN, MR. WONDERFUL: 

Brian, at Babylon: “So many men, so little body hair." 

SOMETHING BLUE: 

“Just for your information, Lindsay and I fuck 
like crazy. We pant and drool like a couple of 
bitches in heat." 

Michael shamelessly 
does a karaoke version 
of “Ben” to persuade his 
handsome professor to give him another 
chance. Brian’s mother discovers that he’s 
gay— but not that he had her handsome minis- 
ter at the bathhouse earlier. Ted avails himself 
of Emmett’s Viagra stash, and the resulting 
boner lingers longer than a bad houseguest. 

BRIAN’S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

I priest at the baths 

I Viagra-enhanced roundelay with a brace of 
sturdy young men 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

To his nephew: “Sit down and shut up, or I’ll make 
sure your balls never drop." 

0^ ■ Michael goes into deep 
^^P III mourning when his comic 
Hfl B book hero, Captain Astro, 
is killed off when the fans start perceiving him 
as too gay. Debbie encounters a more tangi- 
ble death when she opens the diner Dumpster 
and there’s a young man’s corpse inside, but 
Detective Carl Horvath shows little interest in 
finding the killer of a gay victim. Lindsay goes 
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against them. They press on anyway; a band of 
fairies rescues the disaster at the last minute. 
Emmett goes shopping for a new butt. 


ALL THE NODES: 

When Emmett looks for a sassier derriere, the 
doctor obligingly summons his hunky staff and 
has them drop trou to show the goods. 


BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL. 

Lindsay, to Brian: “I want you to go. It wouldn’t be 
right for you to stay. Brian Kinney sacrificing for 
others? I'd lose all faith, all hope." 


Ben and Brian's White Party 
tryst surfaces, much to 
Hfl B Hfl Michael’s irritation. Ted is 
admitted to a gay A-list function but more as a 
pimp than as a person. The cops drag their feet 
in the murder mystery, but Debbie’s footwork 
turns up both the name of the boy found in the 
Dumpster and his sad past. 


BRIAN 3 SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

I, sort of, if you count Ben all those years ago 



What kind of shorts are you wearing? 

Make sure they’re not too tight. 

You get a heat wave down there, and 
all your little soldiers will be decimated. 



SOMETHING BLOE: 

Michael, to Ben: "Leave your underwear on. I’m 
gonna chew through ’em.” 

ALL THE NODES: 

Water-themed night at Babylon, plus a gratifying 


Debbie to Michael, episode 304 


steam room sequence. 


to liberate her Granny Faye’s wedding dress 
from her parents' attic and discovers love 
letters from Granny’s World War II romance 
with another woman. Emmett makes George 
take him to the opera to bring him out of his 
hermetic existence. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

George: “From what Emmett tells me, you’re the 
love child of James Dean and Ayn Rand.” 


ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

Upon meeting George's ex-wife at the opera: “The 
reason I'm with George is, he gives spectacular 
head— a skill I'm certain he didn't learn from you.” 

Lindsay and Melanie get a tarot 
reading from the uncannily 
accurate Mistress Marilyn 
(episode 110), who warns them that their 
impending nuptials have the planets aligned 


When Ted wants to get 
Pittsburgh’s pride, drag 
legend Devina Devore, 
to work a charity function, it turns out 
Michael has an in: Back in high school 
Devina (ne Danny) used to date Debbie. 

As this was nine months before Michael's 
birth, family secrets are soon spilled. 
Lindsay recruits Brian to play husband at 
a preschool interview for Gus. Justin gets a 
job as a go-go boy, where he learns the line 




Scott 

Lowell 

What single scene has been the 
most memorable for you? 

The whole crystal meth story 
line was the most rewarding. 
But the single scene and 
speech that I will always re- 
member is the “God speech" 
Ted gives to Emmett back in 
season 1. 

What have you learned about 
yourself by playing Ted? 


That I've got nowhere near the 
level of self-loathing that Ted does. 

What do you think is the 
biggest issue facing American 
gays and lesbians right now, 
and how well do you think 
Queer as Folk has done in 
addressing that issue? 

Hands down the issue of gay 
marriage is the biggest civil 
rights issue the country is 
facing. The fact that religious 
beliefs are blinding people to 
the civil issue at hand is infuriat- 
ing to me. I think our show does 
a good job showing both sides 
of the issue from the gay 
perspective. 


In what ways do you think QAF 
has influenced the portrayals of 
gays and lesbians on other TV 
programs? 

I think it has raised the bar in 
terms of portraying gay char- 
acters as only — as Ron Cowen 
and Dan Lipman have already 
said — clowns or eunuchs. 
Hopefully the community 
won't stand for just that any- 
more. QAF was the first to 
show gay characters as three- 
dimensional, flawed, sexual- 
ized people. 

Read Scoffs full answers 
and additional questions at 
www.adyoca te. c om. 
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I have a great ass. And I’m 
blond. You have no idea 
how far that gets me. 


because you don’t want one. If you had one, it 
would challenge the well-established opinion 
that you have of yourself as a worthless sack of 
shit that nobody wants; therefore, you go after 
guys that you know will reject you, you stand 
around here and bitch like a high school girl, 
when in fact you've gotten exactly what you 
want— namely, nothing.” 


ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

On why he wants to induct George into the Mile 
High Club: “It’s my first time in first class. I want to 
make sure you get your money’s worth." 


^B ■ Justin and Michael create a 
.. ®B comic book superhero 
BB B BB based on Brian and call him 
Rage. Emmett is barred from delivering a eulo- 
gy at George’s memorial service but gets to do 
so at the pom awards when Fetch Dixon wins 
as New Cummer of the Year. Lindsay's plan to 
turn the attic into a studio is less DIY than DOA 
until Leda moves in to help. 


BRIAN'S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

We’re now well into the married-sex years, as 
Justin falls asleep in the middle of it. 


DEB SEX: 

Brian: “I don't do jealous. Jealous is for lesbians." 
Debbie: “Well, then you’d better start likin’ pussy." 


Justin (right), episode 213 


between sexual harassment and career 
advancement is an exceedingly fine one. 

THE VOICE OP YOUTH: 

Justin: “I have a great ass. And I’m blond. You 
have no idea how far that gets me." 


BB I JM J yst 9,15 their round-the- 
I £B wor * c * ,r 'P begins, George's 
BB B M heart gives out while Emmett 
is inducting him into the Mile High Club. Justin’s 
work proves detrimental to his education. Deb 
begins dating Horvath, so now she and Michael 
can both hate each other’s boyfriends. 


BB fl BB Ben and Justin turn out to j 

I BB have the same birthday. 

BB B BB Brian says he doesn’t do 
birthdays but gives Justin a hustler. Michael 
gives Ben a surprise party; neither turns out to * 

have been a good idea. Lindsay and Melanie C 

take Justin to a recital, where he meets the very * 

cute violinist Ethan. Ted meets a nice young ^ 

man at church and lies about his job to him. £ 

S 


BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Brian, upon being discovered spanking Justin: 
“Note to self: Be sure to lock the fucking door." 


POOR TED: 

Brian: “The reason you don’t have a boyfriend is 


ACC0RD1N8 TO EMMETT: 

“Why don’t we do a geisha-sushi- Miss Saigon 
kind of thing?" 


i 


Peter 

Paige 

If Emmett were a real person, 
would you be his friend? 

I already feel like Emmett is my 
friend. I've spent more time 
with him over the last four years 
than all my previous boyfriends 
combined. He’s smart, funny, 
open, kind — what else exactly 
would you want in a friend? 

What would you like to see in 
the future for Emmett? 


I'd like to see Emmett address 
his family issues. And buy a 
car. Seriously, how is this guy 
getting around? 

What do you think is the biggest 
issue facing American gays and 
lesbians right now, and how well 
do you think QAFhas been in 
addressing that issue? 

We are alive at an incredible 
moment in history — complete 
civil rights lie just ahead. Imag- 
ine how wonderful it will be for 
the next generation of gay 
youth, coming out in a world 
that demands for them the 
same rights, same privileges 
[as] everyone else. But. as with 


every swing of the pendulum, 
there will be backlash. We must 
remain calm, true to ourselves, 
committed to our own possibili- 
ties. And we have to get that 
bastard out of the White House. 

In what ways do you think QAF 
has influenced its viewers? 

It's straight people who seem 
to be most powerfully impacted 
by the show. What started as a 
freak show for them has so 
normalized the idea of same- 
sex relationships. 

Read Peter's full answers 
and additional questions at 
www. advoca te. com . 
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, Beach House \.{> 


Frommer's 


Where Memories Are Made 


" Exceptional ” — Five Palms 
Out & About 


Escape to Provincetown's finest waterfront Inn. 
Indulge in old world charm and luxurious amenities. 
1.800.858.2657 508.487.0432 
175 Commerical Street, Provincetown, MA 
www.AnchorInnBeachHouse.com 


PROVINCETOWN 

CrownePointe 


HISTORIC INN & SPA 
Luxurious Accommodations & Spa in the heart ot 
Provincetown. High speed internet access, fireplaces, 
in room whirlpools, a full hot gourmet breakfast and 
more. Heated inground pool, two jaccuzies and a full 
service on-site spa offering massage, facials, body 
wraps. The Spa also features a sauna, steamroom 


and indoor soaking tub. 


Meticulously maintained 
Victorian jewel, 5 Palms 
& Editor's Choice Awards .. 

Our & About (■ j J 

Truly affordable elegance 


»' T=r ^ * i. 8 77. 276. 9631 

I -^aifcUJoivrt. I g* BworOBo Stum • Pno»i«icfrr>**, MA 

WWW.CROWNEPOINTI.COM 
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A group of gay-owned and managed accommodation 
providers offering Ptown's best combination 
of warm and gracious hospitality, features, 
...-jg. amenities, quality and value. 


www.ProvincetownFavorites.com 


A lavishly decorated outpost with extravagant 
ocean views and gorgeous grounds. 

The New York Times 

'T-anc/ i Wns/ Qpmt 
508.487.0706 800.276.7088 

www. landsend inn .com 

The most luxurious accommodations 
in toum are at The Brass Key. 

The New York Times 
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BRASS KEY 

GUESTH0U8E 

508.487.9005 800.842.9858 
www.brasskey.com 


The Premiere 
Gay & Lesbian 
Destination. 

JUNE 

4-6 Couples Weekend 
5 Wedding Expo 
16-20 Provincetown 
Film Festival 

JULY 

3- 9 Fireworks, Parade, 

Parties, Parties, Parties 
10-17 Ptown Bear Week 
31-8/7 Gay & Lesbian 
Family Week 

AUGUST 
16-22 Carnival — 
“FantaSEA " 

SEPTEMBER 

1 1 Swim for Life 
17 Fall Arts Festival 
—weekends through 
October 8 
25 Connecticut Gay 
Men's Chorus 
OCTOBER 

1-3 Mates Leather Wknd 
8-17 Women's Week 
22-23 Round Up 
29-31 Halloween 

NOVEMBER 

4- 7 Single Men's Wknd 


Funded in part by 
the Provincetown 
Tourism Office 
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BUSINESS GUILD 
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888-361-5211 
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The Beaeonliqht • Benchm.irt. inn *The Brass Key ft /vi*. 

ffKWt 'IL‘ Cl II 













“Rendered with a perfect understanding of how 
boys at the edge of manhood think, Half-Life is 
illuminating.” 

—Elizabeth Stone, 
author of A Boy I Once Knew 

“Funny, romantic, surprising, lusty, and totally 
original.” 

—Edmund White, 
author of The Married Man and Fanny: A Fiction 


Available at your local bookseller or at 

WWW.ALYSON.COM 

(800) 5-ALYSON 




“Sexy, 
soulful... 

fiercely funny and 
deeply moving. 

A kick-ass first novel.” 


—Tim Miller, performer and author 
of Shirts & Skin and Body Blows 


A high school senior. 
A hunky cop. 

A depressed father. 
A science fair. 

A funeral. 

A barbecue. 

A graduation. 

In Los Angeles, 
miracles arrive 
in strange packages. 


ACCORDING TO TED: 

To the fully Madama ButteiHyed Emmett: “You 
put the gay back in geisha.” 

W ■■ Lesbian Bed Death visits 
I m the house of Lindsay and 
B K Melanie, but Leda has the 
solution. Emmett inherits a nice chunk of 
change from George's estate. Brian cancels 
out on a snowboarding trip with Justin when 
the ad agency is sold, and Brian has to stay in 
town to do some serious sucking up, but 
Justin goes anyway. 

ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

On worldly attachments: “There were a few 
interesting sales, but then I realized I don't 
need to buy on-sale anymore and it all suddenly 
seemed so empty." 

On temps perdu: “The good thing about not 
balancing your checkbook is that when you 
finally do, you get to relive all your purchases. 
Ooh, the Pleasure Vault!” 

Ben goes into the hospital 
when he has an adverse 
reaction to his meds. 
George’s lawyers contest Emmett’s windfall 
and offer to settle for $1 million to avoid mak- 
ing the affair public, but Emmett discovers that 
he has expensive scruples. Justin’s attention 
is ignored by Brian but embraced by Ethan. 

BRIAN'S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

I stranger, whom Justin gets to walk in on 
I Justin, up against a pillar in the loft 
I guy on his knees in the back room 

ACCORDING TO MELANIE: 

“The truth has as much to do with law as gay men 
have to do with lesbians.” 

Ted’s constant exposure 
to porn renders him im- 
mune to its charms. Leda 
finishes the studio but doesn’t seem to be 
in any hurry to move on. Debbie challenges 
Horvath’s bowling team to a match against 
the Liberty Balls, a hastily assembled gay 
team composed of the usual suspects. 
Michael tells Brian of Justin’s dalliance with 
Ethan. Debbie gets a big public smooch from 
Horvath. Ted realizes he has feelings for 
Emmett. 

DEB SEE: 

Debbie: “Next year we’re gonna ream their asses.” 
Brian: “Let’s stick to bowling, shall we?” 

SOMETHING BLUE: 

Leda: “First I renovate your attic, and then I reno- 
vate your sex life, and then it’s 'So long, Leda?” 

BRIAN, MB. WONDERFUL: 

Brian: “Who would have thought that you, 
Theodore Schmidt— loser, reject, putz— would 
wind up being the luckiest fucker in the world?” 
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SEASON THREE 


episode 


■ Michael tells Justin to get 
■ ■ ■ out of everyone's life now 
AA AA A that he’s left Brian for 
Ethan. Ted has sublet his apartment for the trip 
he didn’t take, so Michael suggests he move in 
with him. Lindsay and Melanie have a party for 
their eighth anniversary, the highlight of which 
is Brian clocking Michael when he won't shut 
up about Justin. Ted and Emmett finally decide 
the time is right to have sex. 


ACCORDING TO MICHAEL: 

To Emmett: “I want you to have everything in the 
world, including the hottest sex. I just don't want 
to hear about it." 


BRIAN 8 8C0RE THIS EPISODE: 

I, with a hustler who looks just like Justin 


it 


I want you to have everything in the 
world, including the hottest sex. 

I just don’t want to hear about it. 

Michael (right) to Emmett, episode 301 


39 


ALL THE NUDES. 

Ted is part of a sequence where he plays the Brian 
Kinney part in a mound of writhing men. Twice. 

Brian produces a big, 

I ■ expensive release party 
Hfl Hfl AA at Babylon when the 
first copy of Rage hits the streets. Justin and 
Michael, alas, have stopped speaking over 
Michael's betrayal. Ted gets ever more gooey 
over Emmett, who is initially unreceptive but 
ultimately smitten. Ben plans to go to Tibet 
on a spiritual retreat but doesn't. Ethan 


makes the release party, and Justin leaves 
with him. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

“You have no idea how vicious queers can be. Es- 
pecially when it comes to someone else's success. 
That's why I've invited them all to a party.” 

ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

“Once [Ben] realizes that there's no fucking, no 
dancing, no gym, and you have to wear orange— 
which, trust me, no human being looks good in no 
matter how spiritual— he’ll forget all about it." 


A Justin-less Brian mo- 
I I nopolizes all of Michael's 

AA AA AA time. Melanie and Lind- 
say discuss having another child. Justin finds 
out Brian is still covering his tuition and decides 
to start on a new issue of Rage. Newly coupled 
Emmett tries to cancel but ends up going through 
with a date made previous to his pairing. 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

“They say, in the vast emptiness of space, the 
faster you move the slower you age. I have to 
believe the same holds true for Pittsburgh.” 

BRIAN S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

I hustler, whom he turns into Justin 

Debbie is nervous about 
her upcoming tryst with 
Horvath, so Ted and 
Emmett conduct a sex refresher course for 




Michele Clunie 


If Melanie were a real person, 
would you be her friend? 

We would most likely be very 
good friends. I enjoy surround- 
ing myself with people who tell 
it like it is. She also has a very 
true heart, which is rare to find. 

What have you learned about 
yourself by playing Melanie? 

I have learned through playing 
Melanie that people respond 
more to strength than to 
weakness. We all are looking 
for heroes. 


What single scene has been the 
most memorable for you? 

I still and always will love the 
scene from the first season 
when we are in the hospital 
and they won't let Melanie go 
back with Linz and the baby. It 
was raw and true and right. 

In what ways do you think QAF 
has influenced its viewers? 

It has made room for other less 
intimidating gay programming 
to be readily accepted. To cre- 
ate that sort of an impact one 
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cannot be timid or meek, but 
bold and in-your-face. Change 
does not happen easily. It 
takes balls. And that's what 
Queer as Folk has. Both literal- 
ly and figuratively: balls. 

What one complaint about QAF 
bugs you the most? 

Everyone is entitled to their opin- 
ions. It is still a free country. 
Well, sort of. I am not interested 
in doing bland, boring, conven- 
tional, or safe work. Safe is not 
something that interests me. 

Read Michele's full answers 
and additional questions at 
www.advoca te. com 



JM While babysitting his 
I I ne P hew ’ Brian catches 

M the lad stealing money, 
so the boy tells his homophobic mother he's 
been molested, leading to police intervention. 
Melanie and Lindsay want Michael to be the 
donor for the next baby, but Michael wants to 
be a father. Emmett and Ted get a place to- 
gether— but not for long. 


ACCORDING TO MICHAEL: 

“I’m half Italian and half drag queen. I’m allowed to 
get worked up.” 


CONTINUITY ALERT: 

This is the episode where Emmett seems to have 
forgotten how to cook without dirtying everything 
in the kitchen. The trait disappears when he goes 
into party planning at the end of the season, 
though. 


Jji When the gay-unfriendly 
I 9 police chief Stockwell 
M runs for mayor, Brian 

lands the job of sexing up his campaign. Ethan 
fails to place first in the Heifetz competition but 
is offered representation as long as Justin 
stays out of the picture. Michael’s performance 
problem at the donor center is solved when 
Ted hires a superhero to arouse him. Ben’s 
steroid use escalates. 


I am the most fabulous fag in 
Pittsburgh. That is, if it’s possible 
to be fabulous in Pittsburgh. 


Brian, episode 201 


RRIAN, MR. WONDERFUL: 


her. As a result, Horvath assumes she’s a 
tramp. Melanie has a procedure to make 
pregnancy possible but decides she’ll have 
nothing to do with Brian's DNA. After finding 
out a former lover has died of AIDS, Ben be- 
gins to inject steroids to ward off the wast- 
ing he so fears. Brian produces a fund-raiser 
for the gay and lesbian center, a Felliniesque 
affair that proves both lucrative and mortify- 
ing for the center. 


ACCORDING TO MICHAEL: 

“Ma, you already go to the same bars and same 
dubs I do, now you gotta come to the same gym? 
Can't I have one place in the world that's my own?" 

SOMETHING RLUE: 

Debbie: “Boys, you know I love you. I just need to 
ask one question.” 

Ted: “If it’s about suppressing the gag reflex, we’re 
getting to that.” 


Michael, to Brian: “You whipped up the batter that 
eventually became Gus in a sex club?" 

SHOCKING REVELATION. 

Ted, it turns out, is a registered Republican. 

Debbie warns Ted to be 
9 9 careful about his Web 
BB BB site in the new family- 
values environment but to no avail: Ted is ar- 
rested at the welcome-to-the-neighborhood 
cocktail party his neighbors throw for the new 



time to the days when Melanie 
and Lindsay first fell in love and 
live those memories over and 
over again. A type of a “Run 
Lindsay Run Back” episode! 


performed there was such a si- 
lence that pervaded the room 
that I’ll never forget it. 


What have you learned about 
yourself by playing Lindsay? 

I’ve learned to be in my body 
more. I've learned to be more 
physically confident and to be 
proud of my body. I 've learned to 
express myself more with it. I feel 
the most empowered I’ve ever 
felt, and I owe a lot of that to 
Lindsay, QAF, and all the gogo 
dancers! 


What single scene has been the 
most memorable for you? 

I have to say the prom dance 
scene in the finale episode of 
season 1 is one that is extreme- 
ly memorable to me. On our final 
day of shooting, the last scene 
that was being shot was the one 
in which Randy's character, 
Justin, is being bashed in the 
head. Everyone in the cast and 
crew were there, and while we 
all witnessed the scene being 


What is the one thing you would 
most like to say to Lindsay in 
person? 

Right now I'd want to say to her, 
“What the hell’s going on with 
you?" 


What is one blessing you hope 
your character faces in a future 
episode? 

I would want Lindsay's blessing 
to be the freedom to go back in 


Read Thea's full answers 
and additional questions at 
www.adyocato.com 
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too much self-respect to show their face in public. 
But not you." 

Ted: “I don't know whether to say Thank you' or 
‘Fuck you.’ ” 

ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

“I feel like the town slut on prom nightl Again!” 

Melanie is supposed to 
I I BB be lightening her work- 
BB BB BB load during pregnancy, 
but an important case takes priority. Woody’s 
is raided during a charity strip event and closed 
down. Stockwell fires Brian for being gay, but 
when his poll numbers take a dip over per- 
ceived homophobia, he hires him back. Ted be- 
comes despondent over his unemployment. 

ALL THE NODES: 

Brian promises one of the strippers at Woody’s 
$100 if he shows his goods. He does. 

ACCORDING TO REN: 

On seeing Brian and Justin together again: “It’s 
the most historic reunification since Germany." 

CONTINUITY ALERT: 

Emmett is back to being a meticulously neat cook. 

Justin secretly begins an 
I I B anti-Stockwel I campaign and 
BB B BB prints the posters in the ad 
agency late at night. Ted heads out to the coun- 
try for a little R&R but waylays at the skanky 
Paradise Motel, where he meets a doctor with 
quality crystal. Michael is worried Melanie isn't 
taking care of herself and begins stalking her. 
Stockwell closes the back room at Babylon, 
which is the last straw for Brian. Hunter turns 
out to be HIV-positive and needs to be told. Ben 
takes Hunter under his wing when the hospital 
calls thinking Ben is his uncle. 

RRIAN, MR. WONDERFUL: 

Discussing Michael: “You’d think with all the 
chronic masturbation he’d be calm, but he’s a jan- 
gle of nerves." 

ALL THE NUDES. 

While the Paradise Motel sequence is a cavalcade 
of lushly photographed nudes, it seems to have 
been rather a cold day. 

DES 8EZ: 

“Who’s worrying? That’s my job, damn it." 

■ ■ Now that they have HIV in com- 
■B I I mon, Ben is determined to help 
BB B B Hunter. Melanie and Lindsay set 
up a college fund for Gus and ask Ted to manage 
it, but he uses it to spend time with his new 
friends at the White Party in Palm Springs, Calif. 
Brian sets up a trap for Stockwell, who has Brian 
fired once he realizes who the culprit is. 


RRIAN 8 SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

2, both Justin. Yawn. 


couple. Ethan gets a gig playing in Harrisburg 
and Justin secretly follows, catching the new 
boyfriend making time with an admirer. Ben’s 
steroid use is destroying everything but his 
fabulous good looks. 

RRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Brian: ‘For the life of me, I’ll never understand why 
so many gay men want to fuck their bodies up 
with drugs." 

ALL THE NUDES: 

In Ted’s effort to keep everything aboveboard, the 
employees are assembled and quizzed. Naked. 
The weenie lineup is breathtaking. 

BB 00 Brian intercedes to keep 
I I 0 Ted from going to jail, but 
BB BB 0 Ted still loses his house 
and his business. Ethan’s out-of-town fling 
shows up with roses at his front door, which 
Justin answers. Ben quits steroids after 
Michael threatens to infect himself with one of 
Ben’s used needles. Vic finds a boyfriend at a 
meeting of HIV-positive men. Melanie makes 
the stick turn blue. 


RRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

To Michael, who’s worried about being a sperm 
donor “You’ll be a great dad. You raised me, didn’t 
you? And look how I turned out." 

ACCORDINO TO EMMETT. 

To Ted: “Even if worst comes to worst and you 
have to go to jail, it won't be so bad. You’ll 
have time to read and work out. It’ll be like a 
spa vacation.” 

Stockwell cleans up Lib- 
■Mb ■ I erty Avenue, forcing the 

BB BB BB young hustlers to ply 
their trade right beneath Michael and Ben's 
window. Lindsay’s new job at the gallery in- 
volves planning an opening party, so she hires 
Emmett to do it. Justin regrets leaving Brian 
and starts working his way back into his life, 
beginning with taking an internship at Brian’s 
agency. Ted throws his back out and spends a 
great deal of time on pain pills. 

BRIAN, MR. WONDERFUL: 

Brian: “Most guys who’d just lost everything and 
been humiliated in all the major media would have 


You’ll be a great dad. 
You raised me, didn’t you? 
And look how I turned out. 

Brian (right) to Michael, episode 307 
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ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

“I finally gave my notice at Torso. Au revoir, auf 
Wiedersehen, and good riddance to peddling poly- 
ester pullovers to tweaked-out club kids.” 

DEB SEE: 

“I love the Airplane. I lived for Grace Slick. Now 
we’ve got Britney Spears. Tell me the world isn’t 
going to shit.” 

ACCORDING TO EMMETT. PART I: 

“My life is a Lana Turner movie. I don’t need to 
see one." 

When he returns from the 
White Party, Ted's drug use 
AA A HA is more entrenched than 
anyone realized, and even Emmett is talked 
into dabbling. Emmett has words with Melanie 
when she loses patience with his making ex- 
cuses for Ted. Hunter turns out to have a lead 
on the murderer of the young man in the 
Dumpster (remember, from episode 210?), 
and it’s a cop. Horvath says the case is closed, 
but both Brian and Debbie persist in tracking 
the killer down. 

BRIAN'S SCORE THIS EPISODE: 

High. In an act of charity, Brian turns his loft into a 
back room until the one at Babylon reopens. 


THE VOICE OF YODTH: 

Justin, sleuthing in a wrinkle bar: “Accept the fact 
that youth is fleeting, that time will inevitably leave 
its mark, and that we should accept our mortality 
with grace and dignity. Until then, I could really 
clean up in this place.” 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Brian: “I miss the good old days of politics when 
we had real crooks and real liars: Nixon, Bush 
the First—" 

Justin is suspended when he 
refuses to apologize for his 
guerrilla art project. Brian 
goes hunting for a DNA sample from the killer 
only to have Hunter beat him to the punch and 
deliver a condom full of it. Ted invites all of his 
crystal buddies over, and Emmett caters the af- 
fair, but Ted throws Emmett out anyway. Em- 
mett makes nice with Melanie and moves in 
with the girls. Hunter cleans up his act. 

THE VOICE OF YODTH: 

Hunter, justifying hustling: “I have low self-esteem. I 
was sexualized at too early an age. It’s exciting, fun, 
and a great way to make nonreportable income." 

BRIAN. MR. WONDERFUL: 

Michael, on Brian: “He already has a boyfriend." 


Hunter, to Brian: “You do?" 

Brian: “In a nondefined, noncommissional way.” 

AA A Mk Hunter's mother appears 
iA I £A out of the blue, but he 
AA A lA wants nothing to do with 
her, putting Ben and Michael in an awkward 
position. Melanie is worried about her first 
trimester. Debbie tries to rouse the voters in 
the face of the police state Liberty Avenue 
has become. Ted passes out at a crystal party 
and is so horrified to find himself the subject 
of am amateur porn tape that he checks him- 
self into rehab, where he again encounters 
Blake, now a counselor. Stockwell loses the 
mayoral race, and Liberty Avenue becomes a 
dance floor. 

THE VOICE OF YODTH: 

Brian: 'This used to be such a magical kingdom, 
full of sprites and fairies." 

Justin: “Now it’s like watching The Wizard of Oz in 
reverse.” 

ACCORDING TO EMMETT: 

“[My daddy] bought me boxing gloves to teach me 
to be a man. I put rhinestones on 'em.” 

ALL THE NUDES: 

Pregnant lesbian sex 
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MM ■ Liberty Avenue throws a 
O III surprise benefit for Brian, 
B whose fortune was spent 
defeating Stockwell. Hunter looks as though 
he’ll be returned to his mother until she calls 
him a “dirty little faggot” in front of the judge. 
Emmett visits Ted in rehab. The neighborhood 
discusses self-protection but not in time for 
drag bijou Shanda Leer, who gets bashed. 

MM BB Emmett, with Michael in 
tow, attends a Radical 
■ BB Faeries gathering in order 
to relight his inner flame. Brian’s new agency, 
Kinnetic, steals away one of his former agency’s 
accounts by using honesty instead of beefcake. 
Ted negotiates post-rehab life. Justin runs into 
the aggressively butch little Cody, from the 
neighborhood meeting, at Woody’s. The vigi- 
lante patrol group Pink Posse is bom. 

MM ^^5 Ted follows his dream of 
I ■ iC singing opera, albeit in an 
M BB BB Italian restaurant. Vic 
and Rodney get a place of their own, leaving 
Deb at loose ends. The Pink Posse quickly 
escalates from defending Liberty Avenue to 
preemptively beating straight men up on their 
own turf. Jennifer finds Brian a bathhouse he 
can turn into the offices of Kinnetic. 


MM MM Ted works accounting 

I ■ magic for Brian, who 

fll BB ■ offers him a job with 
Kinnetic. Melanie’s lesbian child custody case 
may be taken away from her. With Vic out of 
her house, Deb becomes an overbearing pres- 
ence at Michael's. Living with lesbians is 
cramping Emmett’s style. Cody lets Justin play 
with his pistol; Justin likes it. 


M iddle age comes to each of us on its own schedule. In 
the case of Queer as Folk, it appears to have arrived in 
season 4. The loss of youth, the loss of life, and Brian’s 
diet of almost nothing but monogamous sex are indications that 
we’re not the kids we once were. The eternally cool, damp 
environs of Toronto — er, Pittsburgh — provide the perfect locale 
for pensive reflection and, in episode 409, Emmett’s white-on- 
white ensemble that reminds one of the lovely young Julie 
Christie cloaked against the Russian winter. We proceed: 


Daniel Lipman 
& Ron Cowen 

If these characters were real 
people, would you be friends 
with them? 

First off, all the characters are 
real — to us. They truly speak to 
us, tell us what words to put in 
their mouths, dictate their be- 
havior — as any good character 
does. We love every one of 
them — warts and all. Just as 
one accepts their closest and 
dearest friends. 

What have you learned about your- 
selves by creating these characters? 


These characters represent as- 
pects of both of us. Reality. Fanta- 
sy. What we wish we could be. 
What we're glad we're not. They 
act out behaviors for us. And suf- 
fer the consequences for us. 

In what ways do you think QAF 
has influenced the portrayals of 
gays on other TV programs? 
QAF threw down the gauntlet 
and set a standard for all por- 
trayals of gay characters in its 
wake. Sure, there were and will 
continue to be gay characters 


who have no discernable sex 
life and who are just there for 
laughs. But the fact that QAF 
exists makes that kind of two- 
dimensional portrayal feel ex- 
actly like what it is: incomplete. 

What one complaint about QAF 
bugs you the most and why? 

We try to cover every aspect of 
the gay community. Our job is to 
tell the truth. And the truth isn't 
always politically correct. People 
want to see gay judges and gay 
brain surgeons and monoga- 
mous relationships. All well and 
good. We like that too. But 
that's not all gay people either. 

Read Dan and Ron's full answers 
and additional questions at 
www.advocate.com 


(JAF creators and executive pro- 
ducers Cowen (left) and Lipman 



THE ADVOCATE I 58 I JULY 6, 2004 



YPRIDE 

INSTITUTE 


Self-hatred, 

pity 

depression 


Just Call 


The nation's leader in treating the C ay, Lesbian. 

Ilisexual and Transgender communities 
for over 1 7 years. 


www.pride-institute.com 

Minneapolis, MN 
Dallas, TX 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Chicago, IL 
New York, NY 
Summit, NJ 




and loneliness; here they are again, how did 
this happen? Why do I always end up back 
here? What can the igth treatment center 
teach me that I haven’t heard before. 


What I found at PRIDE was the staff took the 
time to help me become willing. I felt safe 
enough to look into the real reason why I had 
these feelings. When I did, I realized that it was 
not because of the drugs and alcohol, it was 
because of the way I felt about myself 

I began to experience something 1 hadn't in a 
long time.. .pride. I never thought that was 
possible, but with the PRIDE INSTITUTE, 
and two years and two months behind me, 
I look in the mirror and see that inside 
as well as outside, I am a different person. 


-Ruben 
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JM Ted distributes amends 

I I notes to everyone— but 

fli ^0 Emmett. Melanie sulks 
when her case is given to a straight white male 
lawyer but eventually offers her assistance. 
Michael lies and says he liked Ben’s boring 
novel. Em and Deb start hanging out. Justin 
and Cody humiliate Justin-basher Chris Hobbs 
with their new friend, the handgun. 


JM ^^k Ted’s written apology 

£ K 9 || eventually gets 

fli ^0 Emmett. Blake’s tardy 

apology to Ted is sealed with a kiss. Hollywood 
nibbles at turning Rage into a movie. Lindsay 
meets artist Sam Auerbach and finds him con- 
temptible yet oddly charming. Vic dies— but 
not before pissing off Deb. Brian tricks with a 
doctor, who finds a testicular irregularity. 


Wtk Brian says he’s going to 
I I 0 Ibiza, but he’s leaving 
M ^0 0 town for cancer surgery. 
Blake breaks it off with Ted. Deb throws a 
Christmas party in February per Vic’s wishes. 
A recovered Shanda Leer performs holiday 
favorites. Deb has a breakdown when her 
perfect party turns out not to be. 



^^k Hollywood heat on Rage 
■ I 2pC grows. Ben's novel lan- 
M ^0 ^0 guishes. Justin leams of 
Brian’s cancer by mistake and tells Michael... 
who tells Brian...who throws Justin out for 
telling what he wasn’t supposed to know. 
Detective Carl Horvath checks in on Deb. 

Vic visits Brian in an anesthesia dream. Deb 
works extra shifts to pay for a massive 
headstone. 

Mk Ben has an admirer in a 

1 I ^0 former student, who ap- 
M ^0 ^0 preciates Ben’s novel. 
Michael and Justin each get a $10,000 check 
from Hollywood. Deb settles on a reasonable 
headstone. Ted covers a presentation with 
Kinney flair when Brian’s radiation therapy 
sends him home. When Emmett goes to pick 
up his catering fee from a football player, the 
quarterback violates his tight end. ■ 


Jones also writes for Back Stage West. 
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Queer 

as 

comics 


Meet a real-life Michael 


Novotny: Richard Neal, 
owner of Dallas’s Zeus 
Comics and Collectibles 
By Todd Camp 

I t wasn’t long after Richard Neal 
opened Zeus Comics and Col- 
lectibles in Dallas’s gaycentric Oak 
Lawn area that Queer as Folk fans 
starting recognizing some similari- 
ties. “People were coming in and saying, 
‘Oh, you’re just like Michael,’" recalls 
Neal, after sheepishly admitting that he’s 
never actually watched the show. “And 
I’m thinking, Who the hell is Michael?” 
But even though Neal and QAFs 
comic book impresario Michael Novot- 
ny (played by Hal Sparks) share the 
same profession, the similarities end 
there. Neal certainly won’t be mistaken 
for Sparks any time soon — “I’m pale, 
and I have red hair,” notes Neal, “so 1 
don’t think I look like him.” And Neal’s 
spacious, well-organized shop — devot- 
ing as much of its 3,000 square feet 
to toys and collectibles as it does to 
comics — bears little resemblance to 
the claustrophobic closet that is 
Michael’s Pittsburgh-based Red 
Cape Comics. 

But when it comes to following a 
dream, these guys are on the same 
page. Michael is driven by his child- 
hood passion for fictional superhero 
Captain Astro. For Neal, it was the 
Justice League of America. “My par- 
ents bought my first comic book 
when I was 7— and I just fell in love 
with it,” he says, “with the giant over- 
sized superheroes. And it didn’t hurt 
that I was gay and they were wearing 
spandex.” 

Toiling away in the information tech- 
nology field — and rapidly approaching 
30 — Neal had an epiphany: “I said, Tm 
not doing what I want to do. This is not 


But I play one on TV: Real-life comics shop 
owner Neal (left) shares Michael's gig. 

nearby communities, Neal says his shop 
attracts a gay following of about 30%, 
and he even hosts a highly regarded 
mixer for gay and lesbian comic book 
fans every three or four months at near- 
by restaurant Ciudad. “And thanks to 
Queer as Folk. They’ve made comic 
book collecting chic, I suppose.” ■ 

Camp is the artistic director of Q 
Cinema, Fort Worth’s Gay and Lesbian 
International Film Festival 


my passion. What do I really love?’ And 
as childish as it was, toys and comic 
books were it” 

Tapping into four widely diverse 
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lust how far 
will Logo go? 

As MTV chief Tom Freston launches the first 
gay-themed basic-cable channel, viewers and 
marketers assess its PG-rated plan BY Greg Hernandez 


T he late May announcement 
that MTV Networks will 
launch a gay-themed channel 
called Logo in February 2005 
came without much info about 
what programming the basic-cable 
service will offer. (That’s due to be 
unveiled in late July). But even with- 
out specifics, Wall Street analysts are 
bullish on Logo’s potential to lure ad 
revenue and viewers, citing the Via- 
com division’s track record with such 
niche channels as MTV, VH1, BET, TV 
Land, and Comedy Central. “Viacom 


does a lot of research on its networks, 
and [Viacom head] Sumner Redstone 
has been talking about some kind of 
gay network for years,” notes Angela 
Kohler, a global media analyst with 
Federated Investors in Pittsburgh. 

The Traditional Values Coalition has 
taken note as well, protesting the chan- 
nel without bothering to wait for word 
on its content But Tom Freston, chair- 
man and CEO of MTV Networks, does 
not expect widespread backlash. “We 
know that some people are uncomfort- 
able with the concept of the gay and 


lesbian community, period,” Freston 
says. “However, it’s fair to say that it 
has really reached a level in the last 
several years of being increasingly 
mainstream.” 

Freston plans for Logo to reach a 
vast audience: an estimated 3 million 
same-sex households in the United 
States, one third of which are in the 
largest 10 television markets. Cable sys- 
tems in New York, Los Angeles, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Atlanta, and San 
Francisco are already on board. 

Logo will begin with about 25% origi- 
nal programming, says MTV Networks 
president Judy McGrath. “We’ve reached 
out to producers and writers to develop 
original series and specials.” There are 
also deals in place to acquire 100 exist- 
ing specials and movies, including titles 
such as Gods and Monsters and What 
Ever Happened to Baby Jane? 

Joan M. Garry, executive director of 
the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation — whose life partner, Eileen 
Opatut, works on programming at 
Logo — notes that gays and lesbians 
“aren’t going hold Logo to any greater 
or lesser standard” than any other TV 
network. “The first thing they have to 
do is capture the imagination of their 
viewers, just like any channel.” 

One thing the free channel won't 
have is unedited versions of popular R- 
or X-rated queer programs. That sets it 
apart from Toronto-based PrideVision 
TV, the Canadian subscription channel 
that offers adult entertainment, and 
Here TV, the U.S. pay-per-view service 
that shows uncut features and plans to 
launch a 24-hour subscription network 
October 1. “PrideVision is not ‘gay lite,’ 
it’s gay,” says Jason Hughes, PrideVi- 
sion’s director of sales and marketing. 
“If you get a station on a basic tier, you 
are really watering down the content.” 

But that doesn’t mean Logo won’t be 
groundbreaking, Hughes adds. “The real 
big news is that there will be a way [for 
advertisers] to reach significant num- 
bers of gay men and lesbians in a broad- 
cast medium. Broadcast gives a brand a 
voice. You can spend time with the con- 
sumer, it allows you to tell a stoiy. For 
most large brands in America, television 
continues to be the driver of the mar- 
keting communications plan.” ■ 

Hernandez reports on Hollywood for 
the Los Angeles Daily News. 
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television 

Deputy 

Short 

Shorts 

Tom Lennon shows a lot 
of leg — and wit — on 
Comedy Central’s 
hilarious Reno 911! 

By Vincent Lopez 



I t’s Deputy Wiegel’s birthday, and 
her fellow officers have given her 
the gift that keeps on giving — a 
cheerily wrapped shotgun tied to 
a dozen balloons. Moments later 
the gun has slipped out of Wiegel’s 
hands and is flying away across the 
Reno skyline while the rest of them 
debate whether to chase it or just 
pump it full of lead. This is Reno 911! 
the cop show where things like this 
just... happen. All the time. 

It’s a cloudy day on the set of Reno, 
which is filmed at an actual active po- 
lice station. “This season is a lot 
weirder,” says Tom Lennon, one of 
the show’s creators and the man be- 
hind the mustache of the fictional 
Lieutenant Dangle, the force’s gay 
member. Then Lennon politely excus- 
es himself to pull a bomb-sniffing 
robot’s claw off of Deputy Jones’s 
crotch. 

Comedy Central’s mockumentary 
series following the trials and tribula- 
tions of the nation’s worst police 
force is currently in its second season, 
and it’s about time too. We were start- 
ing to miss one the best improv shows 
on TV — not to mention the best gay 
character to ever wear nonregulation 
police shorts. 

“I like playing a gay character who’s 
not defined by being gay,” says Lennon 


of Dangle, a guy he describes with a 
smile as “an incredibly macho high- 
desert gay cop.” For Lennon, who’s 
straight, it was a matter of creating a 
character who could keep with the 
campy concept of the show without 
being just a simple mockery. “I asked, 
‘How are cops going to react, and how 
are gay men going to react?’” he says. 
Both have fallen in love with Dangle 
and the show. Reno was even nominat- 
ed for a GLAAD Media Award. 

It’s probably the shorts. “[Dangle] 
started with the outfit. I was dead set 
on shorts — really, really short shorts. 
And extremely tight,” Lennon says. 
But the magic of Reno 911! isn’t just 
about the shorts — it’s about the comic 
talents of Lennon, Kerri Kenney, and 
Robert Ben Garant, alumni of the 
sketch comedy group the State and 
the masterminds behind Reno's cop 
concept. 

Where else on TV will you find a 
gruff, gun-toting new hero who can 
take down a perp while still making o 
sure his hair looks perfect? Tune in | 
for an endless stream of surprises, in- s 
eluding Dangle’s, yes, wife. “Oh,” adds ■ 
Lennon, “and I think my highlights are | 
a little bit better this year.” ■ S 

Lopez is a writer and producer for • 

G4 Television. ? 
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Former 
conservative 
journalist and 
current media 
watchdog 
David Brock 
talks about his 
new book 
documenting 
the right 
wing’s grip on 
the airwaves 
By Chad Graham 

I f ever there was an easy target for 
the rants of Rush Limbaugh, Ann 
Coulter, and Bill O’Reilly, it’s David 
Brock. The openly gay author used 
to be part of conservative Ameri- 
ca’s fold — he cut his teeth as a journalist 
by trashing the likes of Anita Hill and Bill 
and Hillary Clinton. 

But in a much-reported mea culpa in 
1998, Brock apologized to President Clin- 
ton for introducing the world to Paula 
Jones, and in 2001 he apologized to Hill 
for spreading lies about her. What’s 
more, he became a Democrat and wrote 
a best-selling book about his experience, 
Blinded by the Right: The Conscience of 
an Ex-Conservative. 

This spring Brock started a watchdog 
group, Media Matters for America, to 
monitor conservative bias. Now he has 
written a new book: The Republican 
Noise Machine: Right-wing Media and 
How It Corrupts Democracy (Crown, 
$25.95). It provides a fascinating look at 
how the Right insinuates its message 
into the mainstream media while crying 


foul about news organizations’ supposed 
liberal bias. 

Speaking by phone with Brock at his 
Washington office, The Advocate had a 
few questions. 

We’ve finished reading the book and 
are sufficiently scared of the Repub- 
lican noise machine. They have built 
this incredibly strong media infra- 
structure that no one’s talking 
about. With the exception of Air 
America Radio, why are Democrats 
being such weenies about creating 
their own noise machine? 

I think for the [past] 20 years, definitely 
the Right understood — in a way that 
Democrats did not — the structural 
changes in the media- how information 
moves much more quickly and that one 
had to communicate in a different and 
more effective way. 

I think a lot of it started in the late 
1980s with nationally syndicated right- 
wing talk radio, with limbaugh and the 
growth of cable and the Internet All of 


those things have substantially changed 
the playing field of the media, so there’s 
a structural problem for Democrats and 
liberals. People are starting to fashion re- 
sponses, but we’re at the very beginning. 
People have to understand that the right 
wing worked for three decades on this — 
and they were patient and strategic and 
they put a lot of money into it — and 
nothing is going to change overnight 

The news has been dominated by 
weddings in Massachusetts. From 
your perspective, why do so many 
right-wingers hate the idea of mar- 
riage for gay men and lesbians? 

I think they oppose anything that seems 
to give legitimacy to gay people — it’s not 
particular to marriage. They’re pretty 
much hostile to any progress for gay peo- 
ple. You can tell what the base of the Re- 
publican Party is all about these days by 
looking at the media it consumes. It is 
based on racism, homophobia, and preju- 
dice against women. Look at the content 
of the media that these people are con- 



Danger on the Right 
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suming; you’ll see that those are the 
themes and that’s how they feed their au- 
dience. Gay marriage is just another issue 
to energize people who have prejudice. 

What motivates gay Republicans to 
continue supporting President 
George Bush, who has come out 
against same-sex marriage? 

I just don’t want to accuse people of hav- 
ing motives they may not have. But clear- 
ly, part of it is how you grow up; part of 
it is where your career is. If you’re in a 
political type of job and you are in a 
party — doesn’t matter which party it is — 
it’s difficult to leave. On a more funda- 
mental level, for some, it may be that 


That’s kind of odd, because he has a his- 
tory of singling out progressives with 
Jewish-sounding names and ridiculing 
them with this exaggerated Brooklyn 
accent 

The Advocate doesn’t think you have 
a lisp. We’d tell you if you did. 

It’s just some way of gay-baiting me with 
his audience. 

For the most part, Democrats have 
completely welcomed you into their 
fold. Why do they trust you? 

Had I not written a book about [my con- 
version], where I had a chance to explain 
the whole thing and tiy to make it under- 


you in one news cycle. We don’t have the 
systems in place. The Republicans have 
all these surrogates funded in these think 
tanks, and they’re all over cable. I feel 
that when a Democrat goes out on a 
limb, they’re out there alone. 

What do you hope average 
Americans, who aren’t part of the 
media, will get out of your book? 

I think it does have a lot of information 
about how various pundits, many of 
whom are household names, got their 
start You have these hugely right-wing 
influential figures, and I feel like no one 
knows where they came from and who 
they are. Like, who is Sean Hannity? You 


“You have these hugely right-wing influential figures, and I feel 
like no one knows where they came from and who they are.” 


they’re uncomfortable — even if they’re 
openly gay — they’re still uncomfortable 
with being gay. Somehow they see the 
Republican Party as representing some- 
thing more mainstream or normal than 
the Democratic Party. 

Is there a particular media outlet 
that pisses you off the most? 

There really isn’t In the new media sec- 
tors — cable, radio, and the Internet — 
there is disproportionate conservative in- 
fluence in all of those areas, to the point 
that liberal voices are hardly heard. It’s 
not one particular thing. Each is prob- 
lematic in its own way. 

Has your book caught the attention 
of Bill O’Reilly or Rush Limbaugh? 

Michael Savage [the ultraconservative 
radio host based in San Francisco] at- 
tacked me. I was on the Today show for 
the book, and he played the audio of me 
on his show. Then he talked about how I 
lisped and how you can’t trust anyone 
with a lisp. 

[Brock reads what Savage said on 
May 75]: “Turn it off, I don’t like his 
voice, I don’t like the lisp. ... I don’t like 
guys who sound like that They give me 
the creeps.... Your voice sucks. People 
don’t listen to guys with voices like that 
no matter what their politics are. You’ve 
got to have a pair of balls.” And then 
Savage makes this odd [remark], where 
he says, “I don’t know who this guy 
is. . .David Broken or David Brockstein.” 


standable, it might have been more diffi- 
cult. There has been some skepticism, 
and I think that’s normal with any kind 
of ideological convert. 

What I wanted to do is make a contri- 
bution in a better direction. Probably 
there’s some value in having someone 
working against the conservative move- 
ment who’s experienced in the opera- 
tions of the conservative movement 

What are your thoughts on John 
Kerry? Although he’s supported 
many aspects of gay rights, he does 
not support marriage for gay men 
and lesbians. 

That is the mainstream Democratic posi- 
tion, right? 

Right — there have been fewer than 10 
lawmakers on Capitol Hill who Ye 
publicly supported same-sex marriage. 

You know, the culture moves, and then 
the elected leaders move. What the Right 
has been so effective at doing is moving 
the culture in their direction. Often the 
Right does not look first to its political 
leaders for leadership; they go out and 
do it Then they bring people in. 

You can provide the opportunity for 
more vigorous leadership among Dem- 
ocrats by trying to change the dynamic 
in which they’re operating. It’s very hard 
to be a Democratic leader in this climate. 
You make a strong statement in terms of 
views and beliefs, and the way the media 
treats it, you have your head handed to 


go back and look, and you can see that 
he got his start with some gay baiting 
and with some racist commentary. 

Do people know that Rush Limbaugh 
got fired from several jobs before he 
caught hold and caught an audience? I 
think these details are interesting. All 
these people with huge audiences are 
never covered. [Editor’s note: The Advo- 
cate interviewed Bill O’Reilly in its Sep- 
tember 17, 2002, issue.] And what they 
say tends to exist only in the right-wing 
netherworld. People are watching but 
don’t know really what they’re watching. 

Now for the frivolous questions. Who 
makes a better boyfriend, a gay Re- 
publican or a gay Democrat, and why? 

I'm trying to think if I ever had a gay Re- 
publican boyfriend. I don’t think I did. 

Do you currently have a partner? 

Yes. WeVe been together for a little more 
than three years. He owns a restaurant 
and art gallery in Washington. He was 
the roommate of a friend of mine who 
worked in the last administration, and 
there was a going-away party for my 
friend because he was going on a fellow- 
ship out of the country after the Republi- 
cans stole the election, and that’s how I 
met James [Alefantis]. 

Any plans to get married? 

We’ve talked about it It’s just a question 
of where it’s legal to do it, but we’ve con- 
templated it ■ 
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FROM ALCOHOL, DRUGS, 
DEPRESSION & ANXIETY 


LOS ANGELES ▼MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL 
NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY ▼ AUSTIN 


ALTERNATIVES 

BREAK AWAY 




Alternatives specializes in 
treating HIV/AIDS-related 
grief and loss. Our HIV 
specialists are available to 
address all medical 
concerns. Medicare and 
most insurance accepted. 


Alternatives is the nation s 
only GAY OWNED AND 
OPERATED alcohol, drug 
and mental health program 
whose leadership has 
provided over 25 years of 
pride and service to the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and 
Transgender Community. 


JCAHO Accredited. 
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Morrissey's back with a new album, and longtime British fan and 
biographer Mark Simpson still wants him By Dave White 


Saint Morrissey ■ Mark Simpson 

■ SAF ■ $25 

You Are the Quarry ■ Morrissey 

■ Sanctuary 

A sk almost anyone who grew up 
a social outcast in the 1980s, 
and they’ll all tell you the same 
thing: The Smiths saved their 
lives. Whether they were down- 
cast, opinionated girls with asymmetrical 
hair or sexually frustrated boys curious- 
ly fondling the British guitar band’s first 
album with its intoxicatingly blue-tint- 


ed cover art of a meaty, shirtless Joe 
Dallesandro, Smiths fans were smitten 
to the point of obsession. They hung on 
lead singer Morrissey’s every razor- 
sharp, perverse, literary lyric and drew 
strength from the man’s absolute disas- 
sociation from all that was cruel and 
crass about that decade. The “son and 
heir of nothing in particular, ” as Morris- 
sey called himself in the Smiths’ biggest 
hit, “How Soon Is Now,” was their fey, 
fearless leader. 

And according to queer British writer 
Mark Simpson’s desperately readable 


new book — the not so tongue-in-cheeki- 
ly titled Saint Morrissey — the Smiths’ 
front man was and still is the author’s 
one true love. Equal parts biography, so- 
ciology text, and mash note, Saint Mor- 
rissey is the most complete account yet 
of Morrissey’s influence on pop music 
and a fervent memoir of fandom. 

Each stage of the artist’s life is sub- 
ject to Simpson’s adoring yet clear- 
eyed gaze, including Morrissey’s fa- 
mously celibate status as a sexual 
outsider — the man has always cocked 
an eyebrow at anything so mundane as 
“coming out.” As Simpson argues, de- 
sire and refusal are Morrissey’s two- 
decade-long theses, and to resolve 
those issues, boxed and neat, might 
fracture his public’s fascinated gaze 
and desire to know more about him. 

In any case, it has always been Moz’s 
music that has provided the clearest 
window into what the man is thinking. 
On the first track of his new album, You 
Are the Quarry, a song called “America 
Is Not the World,” he promptly sets the 
record straight about one lifestyle 
change that has particularly puzzled 
fans: his move from gloomy England to 
sunny Los Angeles. 

One listen to lyrics like “America, your 
head’s too big, because America, your 
belly’s too big. . .the land of the free, they 
said, and of opportunity in a just and a 
truthful way / But where the president is 
never black or female or gay / And until 
that day you’ve got nothing to say to me 
to help me believe in America” — all of 
which is followed with an “I love you” 
coda — and it’s clear that however much 
his fans may miss the chiming guitars of 
former Smiths collaborator Johnny Marr, 
their real hero’s poison pen is still 
plugged in. 

The usual Morrissey concerns hold 
sway here, growing and aging with him 
but never sounding redundant After all, 
just because you’re in your 40s doesn’t 
mean you can’t still hate organized reli- 
gion (“I Have Forgiven Jesus”), indulge 
in neurotic romances (“I Like You”), or 
detest the world’s population of crashing 
bores (“The World Is Full of Crashing 
Bores"). Middle age has brought no con- 
tentment to the man still grappling with 
“the squalor of the mind" (“You Know I 
Couldn’t Last”). And his fans wouldn’t 
want it any other way. ■ 

White writes about film for E! Online. 
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Astrology 


Employment 


Gifts/Shopping 


Astrologer 

Frank Martin Don 866.885.4914 (toll free) 
www.frankdon.com 

Solves Impossible Cases 

Reveals soulmates. Reunites lovers permanently. 
Stops break-ups immediately. Removes negativity. 
Guaranteed. Free reading. 1-800-646-5174 

Books 

www.annerice.com 


www.murderinthevatican.com 

A POPE. PRESIDENT AND GENERAL FOR GAY 
MARRIAGE (John Paul I - Jefferson - Patton) 

Business Opportunities 


B&B For Sale 

Small B&B. Randsburg California. See ad: 
Bedandbreakfastforsale.com Great for retreat. 

Unique Hawaiian Real Estate 

All-suite boutique hotel. Recently remodeled. 
International gay clientele. Strong revenue and cash 
flow. Mar1in800@aol.com 808-630-0222 

Checks 


www.rourHouseBoy.com 


Etc. 

NATIONS LEADING GLBT 
Phone Company 

Business & Residential Services. Great International 
Rates. Internet T-l/ Biz DSL Integrated Voice/Data. 
Broadband/VOIP, www.cytela.com 1-800-747-1178. 
Start Saving Today! 


Films/Videos/Music 




www.QGiftsOnlij 




Rainbo Warehouse 

FYide Headquaters 

For all of afl your pride tens. 
Rainbo Warehouserom 



Support pins available at 

www.dignitypin.com 


Home Furnishings 


highbrenwfurniture.com 


modern in the tradition of good taste' 


□b 



Financial Services 
WWW.GAVMORTGAGELOAHS.COM 

Free List ot Gay/Lesbian Lenders Nationwide. 
Pre-Qual., Re-Finance. 



This Is a fantastic 

Franchise Opportunity! 


Visit our website 
www.HamburgerMarye.net 
or call Toll-Free 
(888) 834-MARY (6279) 




On w 




w. 


Free shipping! 



Nashville, TN 37204 
Toll-free (888) 329-0219 
www.highbrowfurmture.com 


Insurance 

CALIFORNIA’S LEADING GLBT 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

Domestic Partners Discount. 
www.communityinsuranceservices.com 
800-316-0019 


Internet 

GayToday 

▼ Dally News To Fit Your Ufe ▼ 

t«:viy iMca'W! <?uotoVtuip 

WWW.GAYTODAY.COM W 


Introductions 


INTRODUCING 



Very Extraordinary 
Matchmaking for Men of Mean* 

For More Information Call 
(800) 305-5775 


www.vxopartners.com 


Poz-itively Yours 

We represent an attractive GWN, HIV+ 
age 48, 6T with brown hair and green 
eyes, average build. A New Yorker, 
he is interested in style, design, good 
food, great conversation, and the 
outdoors. He seeks a pot guy in New 
York, 3W5, sell confident, smart, with 
a fun loving spirit, a big smile, and 
clean cut presence. Visit us online 
today and see Ad Code 2741. (FREE 
to respond) 



Free memberships to 
exceptional men ages 21-35 


gaymillionairesclub.com 


Shannon Hinshaw can 
help you with all your 
MarKetspace ad needs 

888 249 1211 
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1-800PRO-MALE 

S i SQfnm is. Oscnevy ometl to vis&MasttrCaro 

1 - 900 - 988-4500 



Organizations 


CHUBBIE & CHASER & BEARS 0 IWY! 


AFFILIATED BIG MENS CLUBS 584 CASTRO ST. 
#139G SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94114 TELEPHONE: 
(800) 501-3090 VWVW.ABCCLUBS.COM 


Parenting 


Growing Generations 

Building Families of Choice 
through Surrogacy for the 
Gay Community 

For a free information packet 

call (323) 965-7500 or visit u< 

f*. cio on the Internet at 

growinggeneratkms.com 



Surrogate Mothers, Inc. 

The nation’s premier surrogate program working 
with gay couples/individuals has dozens of women 
available. Call Steve Litz. Attorney 317-996-2000 
for more info, or visit our web site at 
www.surrogatemothers.com 


Circle Surrogacy: 


East coast based 
Gay Owned 
Successful. Fast 
Reasonably Priced 


Circle 


John Weltman. Esq. (617)439-4990 

www.circlesurrogacy.com 


Professional Services 



Real Estate 




BUYING? 

SELLING? 

RELOCATING? 

Call 1/800-4 GAY RELO 
(1/800-442-9735) 
crossroadsrelocation.org 
for a PROMPT , free referral. 


WWW.HOMELOUNGE.COM 

The Largest Database of Gay & Gay Friendly 
Realtors on the Planet! Don't Buy or Sell Without 
Us!! WWW.HOMELOUNGE.COM or 1 -888-420-MOVE 
Toll free 


WWW.LESBIAhHOMES.COM 

Free Buyers Assistance. Free Sellers CMA 
No Cost or Obligation. 


ARIZONA 




CALIFORNIA 



1 - 800 - 545-6022 

MTRIS@AOL.COM 

WWW.METROSANDIEGO.COM 


Fort Lauderdale Real Estate 


ANDY WEISER 

Put Coktwel Banker's 
Top Producer to work for You i 


954-5609667 


A 


www.AndyWeiser.com 


TAMPA 

| Lance Lansrud 

Hughes-Shelton Team 
813.286.6563 
UiHttl 800.669.5562 

www.loptamparealtors.com 

Tampa’s Top Sales Team 


FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH HOTR 

internationally Famous Luxury Hotel. One of the 
world's finest gay accommodations in one of the 
worlds most popular gay destinations. Steps to Fort 
Lauderdale's finest beaches, minutes to all the 
action! Totally turn key. All New. Completely 
Renovated and redecorated. Lush, tropical gardens. 
Private pool High Income. Gayle Borden, Realtor. 
Coldwell Banker. 800-700-6820, 954-525-3355. 
www.gayleborden.com 


Orlando Area Realtor 

David Dorman 

Century 21 

Professional Group. Inc. 

DAVIDu DAVIDDORMAN.COM 
WWW.DAVIDDORMAN.COM 

407.94fi.8295 


YOUR GAY REALTOR' 



PALM SPRINGS' LEGENDARY GAY RESORT 
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HOTEL 


PALM SPRINGS. CALIFORNIA 



THE HARLOW CLUB HOTEL Is an enchanting retreat 
evocative of gracious, sophisticated Old World European 
Charm. This gem of Spanish Colonial Architecture Is set 
in stunningly beautiful gardens, each pathway revealing a 
different visual pleasure 

The accommodations are exquisitely designed, with 
sybaritic bathrooms, romantic fireplaces, and 
charming patios. 

Complimentary breakfast buttet and Luncheon are served poolside 

EXPERIENCE THE ROMANCE 
To visit or obtain a color brochuro call 

1 - 888 - 547-788 1 760 - 323-3977 

www.THEHARLOW.com 

LUXURY ELEGANCE STY I E 
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GEORGIA 


- Ba li ta " - 



Luxury Fort 
Lauderdale 
Townhomes 


From the low $400,000's! 


■ Living areas from 1,750 ■ 2,000 SF 
’ Rooftop terraces from 520-660 SF 

■ 3/3.5 w/2-car garage 
Volume ceilings 

’ Granite kitchens 
’ GE stainless steel appliances 

■ Oversized ceramic tile . 

Secure and private 0^ 

1 Pets welcome ^ 



KEY WEST ^ 

Mabry ** 
Binnicker tttj 

Rfaitor 

PRF.FEHRH) PROPERTIES CtUSIAL REAiTV, INC. 
005)294-1493 KwMabnQrmail.msn.com 


Tampa Bay 


Call for Free Relocation Package 

Toll Free 800-393-2005 

steve.farst@steverelo.com 
RE/MAX ACR Elite Realty 
www.HomesOfTampaBay.com 

Steve Farst 




Rob Rose 

Foil Lauderdale's Native Realtor 
23 years experience 

(800) Rob-Rose 

7 6 2 - 7 6 7 3 


Sarasota’s 
Leader in 
Lifestyles 


Donald Geikie 
(941)951-6660 


gjggg 
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HAWAII 


www.MauiRealEstate.tv 

Information on most Maui properties. John Hilt, RA, 
Pali Kai Realtors. 1-800-829-6284. 


zmm 


27 years openly serving 
GLBT buyers and sellers 
in Minneapolis/St. Paul. 

612 - 910-2272 


BOB ALBRECHT 
Realtor • Partner/Broker 
CounselorRealty.com/BobAlbrecht 



Dave Adams Real Estate Specialist 

I'll help with all your loft, condo or single family 
home needs. I work with buyers and sellers. 
Relocation & New Construction Specialist. Free local 
GLBT info and relocation packets. Dave Adams 
Coldwell Banker Burnet 1-888-372-9832 
www.DaveAdams.Net 


NEW MEXICO 




MICHAEL E. LARSON 

Realtor ’ 
Shalizi Real Estate 

Cell: 505-670-0464 

Office: 505-474-4203 
mlarsonsf@comcast.net 


NEW YORK'S A TOUGH TOWN 
YOU NEED ME ON YOUR SIDE 

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1971 

TOP BROKER AT TOP NYC FIRM 
CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN CAR 
REPRESENTING BUYERS & SELLERS 

Philip E.Ahlond.Sr. VP Douglas Elliman 
212-727-6105 www.philipaldQnil.com 


OREGON 


PREVIEW BEST OF PORTLAND, OR 

Visit www.coolhomesinportland.com to preview 
Portland area properties in every price range, 
e-mail: jbritt@windermere.com Jim Britt, 
Windermere 503-708-6089 


AUSTIN, TEXAS 


BILL EVANS 

GRI, ABR, CRS 
Accredited Buyer Representative 
www.billevans.com 
bill@billevans.com 

800-333-1890 
PIN 1573 



DaRas-Fort Worth Realtor 

Madeline - Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
Colleyville 800-624-8308 817-410-2347 
Mdaraio@sbcglobal.net www.cbdfw.com 



Travel & 

Accommodations 

NEW NEW NEW 

C WILDE 

%tours.com 

HISTORIC & CONTEMPORARY TOURS 
l ONIhON *44 20 72«W 4KSn 

www. wi ldctours.com 

Tuscany and the Veneto: 

Holidays on 9 historical estates, exceptionally 
beautiful villas and farmhouses with outstanding 
views. 2-14 people, high standard, pools, tennis, 
golf, sandy beaches. Last minute-availabilites. 
www.T rustandT ravel.com 

Why Travel Alone? 

Small group tour of Paris October 11-18 for gay men. 
Monuments, museums, bars, and restaurants. Call 
720.404.8525 or gaiparistours@earthlink.net 

www.GayMexicoEiperts.com 


/" 




IING 

PACKING 

lWe’ll Take You There 


800-565-1241 

TOTOTOURSCOM 



SAINT THOMAS 

www. clubvillaazul. com 

1 - 800 - 898-9817 



The first name 
and the last word 
in gay travel guides 

D A MR • N 

www.damron.com 

800 - 462-6654 


ALABAMA 



Tucson - Tortuga Roja Men's B&B 

Southern Arizona's resort for men. Desert/mountain 
view rooms/adobe cottage. 800-467-6822, 
redtrtl@tortugaroja.com. http7Aortugaroja.com. 



VISIT LONG BEACH! 

Turret House B&B. gay-owned, from $79. 
www.turrethouse.com 888-488-7738 


Bed And Breakfast 

Roger's Place, San Francisco - Nob Hill. $45.00. 
415-441-5191. Where fantasies come alive!! 
E-mail: sfuncler@aol.com 

Fantastic San Francisco View! 

Above Castro Street. 1 & 2-bedroom suite. Low rates! 
415-241-0425. www.terraceplace.com 


SAN FRANCISCO’S 

BUSINESS CLASS GAY HOTEL 



www.parkerguesthouso . com 

TOLL FREE I -888-520-7275 
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The Willows Inn 

Comfort * Amenities 
Great Castro Location 

wvww.WillowsSF.com 

800-431-0277 



Please see display ad above 



Hawaii-Kaiiai Waterfall B&B 

Kauai's newest, most elegant, private B&B. 
Relax in pool/whirlpool spa overlooking Wailua 
River's spectacular waterfall. 
808-823-9533/ 800-996-9533. Hank, 
5783 HaaheoSt., Kapaa, HI 96746 
www.kauaiwaterfall.com 


ST. CROIX 


Beautiful. Relaxing, Fun 


St. Croix s Legendary 
Gay Resort for over 25 years 



WATERFRONT DINING* BAR 
FITNESS CENTER • SPA • MASSAGE 



LOUISIANA 


Specials - Inclusive Packages 



ROBED HOUSE NEW ORLEANS 

A delightful guesthouse in the French Quarter with 
fully furnished condos, pool, kitchens and baths. 
Walking distance to 20 gay bars. 
www.roberhouse.com stay@roberhouse.com 
phone: 504-529-4663 fax:504-529-1742 


PENNSYLVANIA 



Convenient to bars, clubs, historic area. South 
Street. Convention Center, Avenue of the Arts. 
Spruce at Twelfth Street • Philadelphia, PA 

Toll Free: (877) ALEX-INN 
www.alexanderinn.com 


TENNESSEE 


Smoky Mountain 
Tennessee Vacations 

Stony Brook Chalets 1 to 8 bedrooms 
1-800-633-5652 Mention this ad for 10% discount 
www.stonybrooklodging.com 

Wedding Services 

SAME-SEX 

WEDDING CARDS! 

Wholesale or retail. 
Spirithaven@spirithaven.com 
www.spirithaven.com 508-420-5301 
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broadside Charles kaiser 


Unsafe at any speed 


Gay men and the federal government seem to 
, i be locked in an unacknowledged conspiracy to in- 
crease HTV infection rates. Gay men are doing their 
part by advertising their eagerness to “party and 
play,” as hundreds do every day on men-for-men 
sex sites. PNP, as it’s most commonly abbreviated, means 


doing crystal meth and fucking 
your brains out, the combination 
most likely to lead to unprotected 
anal intercourse, the single most 
dangerous sexual activity a gay 
man can engage in. Openly gay 
reporter Andrew Jacobs of The 
New York Times had the best 
recent account of this activity, 
which featured a series of stun- 
ning interviews with tweaked- 
out patrons of a west-side baths 
in Manhattan, who seemed posi- 
tively baffled when asked if they 
were remembering to practice 
safer sex. 

Equally horrifying is the num- 
ber of gay men who aren’t even 
sophisticated enough to distin- 
guish between the dangers of 
oral sex and anal intercourse. 
Yes, it’s true that it’s possible 
you can catch HIV through oral 
sex (and of course it may be 
more dangerous if you let your 
partner ejaculate in your mouth). 
But it is also true that the 
chances of getting infected 
through unprotected anal inter- 
course are many times greater. 
“There is plenty of science to inform 
people that oral sex is much less 
risky,’’ said Steven Tierney, the di- 
rector of HIV prevention for the San 
Francisco Department of Public 
Health, “and the risk of getting in- 
fected with HTV is much higher with 
unprotected anal sex.” 

The fact that there are still so 
many gay men who don’t know that 


incredibly basic fact is a tribute to the 
woefully inadequate efforts of the 
federal government to educate chil- 
dren about the relative risks of differ- 
ent types of sexual behavior. It was 


18 years ago that Ronald Reagan’s 
surgeon general, C. Everett Koop, de- 
clared, “This silence must end. We 
can no longer afford to sidestep 
frank, open discussions about sexual 
practices — homosexual and hetero- 
sexual.” He added that such educa- 
tion must begin at “the lowest grade 
possible" and be “reinforced by par- 
ents at home.” But of course no such 
thing has ever happened — and even 


my most liberal friends are often 
shocked when I ask them if they have 
shared this essential knowledge with 
their 14-year-old sons. 

No recent administration has a 
record to be proud of on this subject, 
but the present one is worse than all 
the others. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention has just an- 
nounced its new grants for HIV pre- 
vention programs — and two thirds of 
those prevention programs that re- 
ceived direct funding from the CDC 
last year will get no funding from its 
latest HIV-prevention initiative. 
“We are deeply concerned that 
the CDC’s actions have the effect 
of dismantling HIV prevention 
among HIV-negative people in 
high-risk populations, both locally 
and nationally,” said Jason Riggs, 
a spokesperson for Stop AIDS 
Project, the largest HIV preven- 
tion group in San Francisco 
aimed at gay and bisexual men, 
and one of the many victims of 
the new CDC cuts. 

At the same time the Bush ad- 
ministration is proposing $270 
million for abstinence-only sex 
education. The effectiveness of 
that approach was revealed last 
March in a new National Longitu- 
dinal Study of Adolescent Health. 
According to that report, teens 
who pledge abstinence until mar- 
riage have the same infection 
rates of STDs as those who don’t 
pledge. The difference is that absti- 
nence pledgers are much less likely 
to use condoms. Among the study’s 
findings: 59% of males who did not 
pledge abstinence used a condom 
during sex, while only 40% of male 
pledgers used one. But as long as 
the Administration is pleasing its 
born-again supporters, it doesn’t 
care if its policies are actually pro- 
tecting anyone’s health. ■ 



Tweaked-out patrons of a west-side baths in Manhattan seemed 
positively baffled when asked if they were practicing safer sex. 
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THE 22nd L.A. GAY & LESBIAN 
FILM FESTIVAL 


presented by 


outfest.org 

213.480.7088 


also sponsored by 


Tickets on sale to members: 6/7/04 
Tickets on sale to the public: 6/12/04 



A proud supporter of the NAMES Project and AIDS Memorial Quilt. 


CLOS DU BOIS, 

Please enjoy our wines responsibly, closdubois.com 


